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University Responds to ‘Aida’ Protests
Deanna Rosa, Editor in Chief
Awije Bahrami,
Entertainment Editor
Emma Cimo, Sports Editor

In response to accusations
of blackface in the recent student production of “Aida,”
Montclair State’s Department of Theatre and Dance
plans to host a series of discussion forums to promote
open conversation about inclusion and the arts.
“I am glad that the department engages in plays and
musicals that inspire meaningful discussion,” Randy
Mugleston, chairperson of
the theatre and dance department, said in the wake of
student protests outside Memorial Hall. “When students
find topics they are passionate about, it allows us the opportunity to reflect on the issues brought up by the plays
including design choices.”
The theatre department
initially decried the protest,
insisting they were only em-

Montclair State students were outside Thursday and Friday night protesting the alleged use of blackface in
“Aida.”

Emma Cimo | The Montclarion

ploying standard use of stage
makeup.
“This is not about stage
makeup,” said student Dania
Felix, who spearheaded the
protests. “This is about darkening yourself for a person of
color role.”
Felix explained, “I was on
the show, and I had to remove
myself because I just felt really uncomfortable with it
and with what was going on
in it. I talked to the head of
the department, and they just
kind of dismissed me and
said that I didn’t know what
I was talking about in terms
of stage makeup.
“Aida” is a musical set in
Egypt, where an Ethiopian
princess—after whom the
play is named—is brought
after being captured. A plotline of love and tragedy unfolds in the original opera by

Daniella Heminghaus | The Montclarion

Guiseppe Verdi.
The Montclair State production, directed by assistant
Professor Gary John La Rosa,
opened last night and star
Virginia Vass, an AfricanAmerican student, as Aida.
However, the use of makeup to darken the bare-chested students playing Egyptian
soldiers sparked some controversy. While some have
labeled it blackfacing—the
practice of painting an actor’s
face to portray a character of
a different race—others have
deemed it a routine part of
acting in theatre.
“The students playing soldiers who are bare-chested
and who are out in the sun—
as far as their characters go—
are toning their skin to give
them a little bit of a shade,
but it’s not to make them
look African-American or

black or any other nationality other than who they are,”
said Michael Allen, associate professor of theater and
dance. “I mean, we don’t put
wigs on them. We’re not putting afro wigs on them and
making them look like they’re
African. They’re playing who
they are as characters.”
According to Felix, she is the
reason the wigs were nixed.
She explained that, in the
earlier stages of the show, actors were using dyed mops as
wigs in order to portray their
characters—a situation she
said was “really offensive.”
“I’m trying to have a good
discussion and no one wanted to have a discussion with
me prior to the protest,” Felix
said. “This was my last option.
I wasn’t trying to get here. I
Aida Protests continued on Page 4

Even the Rain Couldn’t Stop the Red Hawks
“Homecoming is a great time
for such a big school like
ours to come together and
appreciate the many
organizations and events we
actually have here on
campus.”
- Jennifer Roll, senior film major
and member of Delta Phi Epsilon

Theta Xi and Phi Sigma Sigma celebrate after their homecoming showcase performance.
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Galaxy Note 7 Phone is
Banned on Campus
Patrick Clark Jr.
Staff Writer
Montclair State University
sent out a warning via email
concerning the dangers of
the Samsung Galaxy Note 7
phone.
The Samsung Galaxy Note 7
is a smartphone that has been
deemed dangerous, as numerous incidents have been
reported of it catching fire and
exploding. There have been
no deaths related to this phone
but there have been burns, injuries and loss of property.
John Keane, a fire safety
specialist at Montclair State
warned anyone who has the
Note 7, “Power them down
immediately. It is the student’s responsibility to return
the phone to whoever their
phone carrier is and exchange
for a different model.”
Over 2.5 million Note 7
phones have been recalled.
Samsung started a recall of
the models in September, during which customers could
get another Note 7 or comparable Samsung smartphone.
Despite Samsung’s best efforts, the replacement Note

7 phones began to cause the
same issues, catching fire and
exploding.
A Southwest airlines flight
was cancelled when a Note
7 caught fire inside the plane
while still at the gate. This specific Note 7 was a replacement
model and was deemed safe
by Samsung, yet it still caught
fire, prompting the evacuation
of the plane. Following this, all
US airlines have banned the
Note 7 from flights.
After news broke that the
replacement phones are not
safe either, Samsung halted
production of the phone permanently
amid
concerns
from consumers and retailers. Those who have a Galaxy
Note 7 are urged by the company and to power it down
immediately,and return it to
the store they bought it from.
If it was purchased from Samsung’s website, Samsung is
providing consumers with
gloves and a fireproof set of
boxes to return the phone in.
Samsung is issuing $100
credits to anyone switching to
another Samsung model and
$25 credits to anyone switching to any other phone.

Christo Apostolou, a TVDM
major at Montclair State, expressed concern, stating, “In
this day and age we have our
phones on us 24/7, even next
to us while we sleep, so if the
phone has the potential to
explode it can seriously hurt
someone.”
Faculty members are concerned as well. Amanda Accardo, an assistant production
coordinator at Montclair State
explained, “It’s scary to think
this device that someone could
rely on could cause a major disaster at any given moment if
handled a certain way.”
The repercussions for Samsung of this ongoing technological horror story are monumental. The write-off of the
Note 7 entirely means a loss
of billions for Samsung in the
long-term, as well as the loss
of consumer confidence, as
many owners of the Note 7 are
now flocking to other manufacturers like LG, HTC and
Apple.
Current users of the Samsung Galaxy Note 7 can get
more information at samsung.
com/us/note7recall.

Aida Protests: Dispute of Blackface
Prompts Open Discussion Forums

Continued from page 1

was trying to get this resolved
beforehand and it wasn’t being resolved. I understand
that this is something that
people won’t get, perhaps, but
I’m here to educate. I’m here
to have the conversation.”
Students acting in “Aida”
declined to comment, stating that their professors and
advisers recommended they
remain quiet. Mugleston later
stated that “students in the
company were always free to
comment openly about their
personal experiences and
opinions concerning this production with the press.” He
added that they were told an
offiicial statement could only
come from him.
The number of protestors dwindled between the
first and second nights of the
show. Around 7:30 p.m. on

day two, five students stood
alongside Felix, covering their
faces when photographs were
taken with signs that read,
“Watered down racism is still
racism.”
“I listened to their point of
view, and I disagree because
it doesn’t appear like they’re
using blackface in the show,”
said Alexandra Dadon, a
music education major who
is part of the orchestra for
“Aida.” She explained that
she engaged with protestors
last night and doubted that
many of them had even seen
the show.
“Apparently they’re using
bronzer just to make themselves very slightly darker,
but stage makeup is supposed
to be darker than your original skin tone anyway,” she
continued. “When the actors

are on stage, it doesn’t look
like they’re obviously darker.
The actors who are white still
look very white, so there’s
no true black face going on.
They’re not mocking. It’s not
in a distasteful way.”
“I’m glad to see at least
somebody has passion on
this campus, and is making a
statement as far as what they
feel,” said Allen, though he
disagreed with the protestors’
cause. “I think a lot of people
are sort of misunderstanding
what the reason for this is… I
encourage anybody to see the
show, and make a judgement
for yourself. You’ll be looking
there, looking for a black face,
and you’ll never find it.” He
laughed as he concluded, “It’s
not there.”

Pelican Police Report
Tuesday, October 18
Children Center Parking Lot:
A student reported an incident
of theft. This case is under investigation.

Wednesday, October 19
Basie Hall: A student reported an incident of lewdness. This case is under investigation.

Thursday, October 20
University Hall: A faculty
member reported an incident of theft. This case is
under investigation.

Tuesday, October 18
Lot 23: Non-student Najee
Patron, 18, of Clifton, N.J.
was arrested and charged
for possession of marijuana
and an outstanding warrant. Patron is scheduled to
appear in Little Falls Municipal Court.

Wednesday, October 19
Hawk Crossings: A student reported an incident
of lewdness. This case is
under investigation.

Thursday, October 20
Student Center C-Store: A
staff member reported an
incident of theft. This case
is under investigation.

Wednesday, October 19
A student was granted a
temporary restraining order for harassment, an
act of domestic violence,
from a non-student. This
case will be heard at Passaic
County
Superior
Court.

Friday, October 21
A student reported an incident of harassment from
another student. At this
time, the reporting student
declined to pursue charges.

Tuesday, October 18
Floyd Hall Arena: A student reported an incident
of theft. This case is under
investigation.

Anyone who has information regarding these incidents
is urged to call the police station at T-I-P-S (8477).
All calls are strictly confidential.
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Homecoming: Students and Alumni Root for Montclair State
Continued from page 1

Alex Gamboa | The Montclarion

The student showcase is a time for student organizations to highlight their
performance skills and get ready for the big game. Students wear costumes
and coordinate routines for the entertainment of fellow peers, alumni and
other organizations.

Alumni Relations and Student
Development and Campus Life hosted Kiddie Zone, which offered carnival rides, balloon artists, face painters and more.

Jonathan Ade | The Montclarion

Jonathan Ade | The Montclarion

Jonathan Ade | The Montclarion

Despite the rainy weather, students
and alumni didn’t fail to show up and
show their support for the Red Hawks
at Homecoming 2016.

The campus carnival was held indoors instead of the quad, but that
didn’t stop attendees from visiting
the photo booth and participating in
tailgate activities.

Canvas Painting Promotes School Spirit
Alexandra Clark
Assistant News Editor
Montclair State students
channeled their artistic side
during Student Life at Montclair’s (SLAM) canvas painting event for Homecoming
Week on Oct. 19. The event
was inspired by the Tin Man
from “The Wizard of Oz,” as
students strived to put the art
in heart by painting Montclair
State’s beloved school mascot,
Rocky the Redhawk.
Students had the opportunity to attend one of two painting sessions offered during the
day to allow more people the
chance to paint if they had a
conflict with one of the session
times. Tables were spread out
throughout the Student Center Ballroom with everything
they would need including
smocks, canvases, paintbrushes and a plate full of different
colored paints.
Tomika from Amped Events,
a company based in Charlotte, North Carolina, led the
painting class and promoted
positivity and school spirit
with her canvas painting of
Rocky, soaring with his wings
outstreched while clutching a
banner. While students also
had the option to free roam
with their painting designs,

Students painted at a session held on campus last Saturday to celebrate Homecoming.

Tomika said all of the paintings came out really well and
the sessions went great.
Tomika was contacted by
SLAM to create a painting
design for Homecoming and
sent her pictures of Rocky. After seeing the mascot, she designed something from there
that was structured in its design but still allowed students
to utilize their own creativity.

Tomika stressed the importance of having fun and knowing that everyone’s paintings
will be different but it’ll still be
an enjoyable experience to create something and meet new
people while doing it.
Students were given an outline of the Red Hawk design
and tracing paper to create the
basic design for their portrait.
From there, Tomika helpfully

led students step by step with
each color by allowing students to pick things like the
color and message of the banner and the background and
letting them paint at their own
pace.
Abigail Stokes, an undeclared freshman, and Julia
Truskolawski, a sophomore
theater studies major, said
the design definitely showed

Alexandra Clark | The Montclarion

school spirit and even though
they had classes immediately
afterward, the event was very
relaxing.
“It was something different
that SLAM’s never done before,” Stokes said. Both Stokes
and Truskolawski agreed that
if SLAM scheduled another
canvas painting event in the
future, they would definitely
attend.

SLAM Event Gets Students in the Halloween Spirit

Students painted pumpkins at SLAM.

Christina Urban
Staff Writer

Tess Reynolds | The Montclarion

Pumpkin painting, board
games, apple cider and more
was available for students at
SLAM’s SLAMIN’ Halloween

event this past Monday night.
The idea of the Halloween
event was created by SLAM’s
on-campus events chair, Alfredo Ramirez. He wanted Halloween activities like pumpkin painting and snack foods
that would help de-stress students from midterms.
“Everything was very convenient when we walked
in,” said sophomore Taylor
Moore. “I love how they have
little snacks and stuff, so while
your paint is drying you can
go eat and have like apple cider and stuff. It gets you in the
mood for the holiday.”

“I think it’s a cool way to relieve some stress and get rid of
school work,” said freshman
Ananda Coutain.
“I think it’s just really cool that
we get to paint little pumpkins
for the holiday because I don’t
have many decorations for my
room,” said sophomore Alyssa Petitdemange.
Freshmen Marcus Flax and
Erick Del Rio sat together
while coloring. “It’s something fun to do on a Monday
night,” Flax said. “Mid-terms
are coming up, and it’s pretty
stressful, so doing something
as simple as coloring takes the

stress out of you.”
“Besides the lack of pumpkins right now, I think it’s pretty cool,” said Del Rio. “There’s
a good chance to meet some
new people, if you’re interested in that.” SLAM ran out of
pumpkins momentarily and
went to get more, Del Rio said.
Freshman Melanie Muino
liked that everyone could
paint pumpkins before Halloween. She said it’s nice for
those who don’t have the
chance to go home to pick
pumpkins. “It brings everybody together,” Muino said.
“It celebrates the holiday.”

themontclarion.org
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Feliciano School of Entrepreneurship
Hosts Women Empowerment Week Events
Chanila German
Contributing Writer
Montclair State University
helped to celebrate Women
Empowerment Week by joining 16 other New Jersey colleges and universities in the
international movement.
In more than 11 countries,
including Australia, Austria,
Canada, Chile, Greece, India,
Nigeria, Spain, Thailand, Vietnam and the United States,
people embraced the power
of women and celebrated
their success throughout the
second week of October.
The annual event that started on Montclair State University’s campus in 2014 by the
Feliciano Center for Entrepreneurship lasted two full days
from Oct. 18 and 19 in University Hall this year. The event
featured a variety of successful women who talked about
leadership, risk taking, tips on
succeeding and how to juggle
everything.
“Power Play: What Makes
Women Great Leaders” was
the first event held on Oct.
18 for Women Empowerment Week. The panel was
moderated by Linda Lacina, a
managing editor for Entrepreneur.com. It featured Adenah
Bayoh, CEO of Adenah Bayoh
Companies, Zinn and Wyndham Destination Network
president and CEO Gail Mandel, Graves & Field president
Ruthi Byrne, vice president
of global brand and communications for the Commercial
Payments Business Barbara
Agoglia and Community
FoodBank of New Jersey CEO
Debra Vizzi.
Each of the women talked about their rise to success
and their opinions on how
to dominate in a field that is
mostly controlled by men.
A discussion was formed on

The two-day conference featured events tailored to women in the workplace.

how women leaders use their
power differently from men,
and as women in these positions, they gave advice to help
aspiring enterprisers.
On Oct. 19, a full-day conference was held for women
entrepreneurship. The conference was packed with a
mixture of women and men
who sat and listened to various panels throughout the
day. For the first part of the
conference, founder and CEO
of FEM Real Estate, Mimi Feliciano, talked about learning
how to let go and trust those
around her more. At the end
of her speech, she enlightened

the crowd with a short poem
by Rev. Safire Rose called “She
Let Go.”
Afterwards, the “Taking
Risks” panel was handed over
to moderator Michele Ansbacher, who recently retired
from Prudential Financial.
Panelists included corporate
Vice President of Client Experience Debbie Dyson, founder
and CEO of Wavework Jessica
Gaffney and Executive Vice
President and Chief Human
Resources Officer Sunita Holzer, the founder and president
of the Bedtime Math Foundation. Each of the panelists was
asked to describe a point in

Chanila German| The Montclarion

her life characterized by taking risks and explain how she
felt about it in that moment.
Each had taken different risks,
ones that weren’t automatically successful but led them to
achieve success in their careers
later on. Dyson expressed to
the audience that taking risks
was difficult, but “if not try
now, then when?”
The second panel featured
CEO of Social Media LinkpSusan French, president of 24
Seven Celeste Gudas and CEO
of Turtle & Hughes Jayne
Millard. It was moderated
by founder and president of
Women Presidents’ Organiza-

tion, Dr. Marsha Firestone. The
panel discussed tips on how to
be successful and achieve your
goals. It was followed by New
Jersey Lt. Governor and Secretary of State Kim Guadagno,
who spoke to the audience
about her own experiences.
The conference ended
with speaker and performer
Jen Slaw, who juggled as she
spoke to the audience about
how to keep balance figuratively and literally. Slaw encouraged the audience to get
up and balance a stick with a
feature on it while promoting
her motto of “Balance = Focus
+ Flexibility.”

Sixth Annual Suicide Prevention Walk
Honors Frank Ciappi Jr.

Amanda Williams
Staff Writer

On Apr. 15, 2009, Frank
Ciappi Jr. died from a selfinflicted gunshot wound to
the head two months before
his high school graduation at
Clifton High School. Having
just been accepted into Keane
University to study marine
biology, Ciappi’s family did
not see the signs leading up
to his death. He was 18 years
old.
“He was a good kid,” said
Carmen Garcia, Ciappi’s stepmother. “He struggled and
we never really realized the
signs. Walking [today] means
being able to have the opportunity to raise funds and
awareness and, at the same
time, honor Frankie so that
his death is not in vain.”
Montclair State University held its annual Out of the
Darkness suicide prevention
community walk Saturday
on the Student Center quad,
where hundreds of people
gathered to help spread suicide awareness with the goal
of reducing the national suicide rate 20 percent by 2025.
Melanie Ciappi, Frank’s
sister, worked alongside the
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention (AFSP) and
Montclair State’s Counseling
and Psychological Services
(CAPS) department to bring
the Out of the Darkness community walk to Montclair
State back in 2010, with a goal
of decreasing the nation’s annual average of 40,000 deaths,
1,100 of these deaths being
those of college students.
The three-mile long walk

Hundreds of people showed up on the MSU quad to support suicide
awareness.

was organized and coordinated by the AFSP and CAPS
and took place at other colleges and communities across
the nation.
“This walk is done all over
the United States,” said psychologist and outreach and
prevention coordinator at
CAPS, Dr. Sudha Wadhwani.
“CAPS elected to bring the
community walk here [to
Montclair State]. We feel very
privileged to be working with
AFSP.”
At each event, activity stations kept walk participants
and other guests entertained
and educated them on suicide
prevention. These activity stations also gave individuals a
chance to donate to the AFSP.
“All funds raised [are] put
back into the community

through research, advocacy
and [suicide] education,” said
Ashley San Giacomo, secretary of Northern New Jersey
AFSP. “AFSP’s mission is to
save lives.”
At the Montclair State Out
of the Darkness walk, campus
organizations came together
for the cause. Donation stations lined the quad near the
playing field along with a
few tables giving out shirts,
hats and other apparel supporting the event. Some of
the clothing was printed by
family members and friends
with the names or photos of
the loved ones they’d lost to
suicide − like shirts in honor
and in memory of Ciappi that
read “In Frankie’s Honor” on
the front.
Because the community

Amanda Williams| The Montclarion

walk was an emotion-filled
event, trained therapy dogs
were also brought to the campus for anyone in need of
support, stress-relief or a little
love from a furry animal.
The AFSP is the nation’s
largest non-profit organization dedicated to suicide
awareness, mental illness and
saving lives. The organization was founded in 1987 by a
group of people who had lost
loved ones to suicide. Nearly
250,000 people participate in
their community walks every
year.
While the AFSP has been
working with Montclair State
for the past six years, CAPS
started collaborating with the
campus community not long
after the school changed its
name from Montclair State

College to Montclair State
University in 1994.
In the United States, a person dies from suicide every
12.3 minutes, and for every
death, there are 25 attempted
suicides. Most of these deaths
are those of middle-aged
white males ranging between
ages 45 and 64. According to
the AFSP website, men die by
suicide 3.5 times more than
women, and 50 percent of
those suicides are caused by
firearms. Twenty-six percent
of suicides are caused by suffocation, including hangings.
Montclair State’s suicide
rate is very low compared to
the rest of the country, being
that it is a big campus, but
suicide threats and attempts
are on the rise every year.
“Nationally, suicide is the
second leading cause of death
for college students,” said director of CAPS, Jaclyn Friedman-Lombardo. “[CAPS] has
known of students here at
Montclair who have committed suicide. Because Montclair
State is such a large school, I
wouldn’t be able to accurately
estimate [how many].”
The Out of the Darkness suicide prevention walk will return to Montclair State every
October, in the hope of fulfilling donation goals for the
AFSP and lowering suicide
statistics in northern New Jersey.
“Suicide is a permanent solution to a temporary problem,” said Wadhwani. “We
want people to know that
they’re not alone [and that]
there are resources available
to get through these difficult
times.”
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COLLEGE OF THE ARTS

Department of Theatre and Dance

Iphigenia at Aulis
November 3 – 6

Also coming up:
John J. Cali School of Music

MSU Symphony
Orchestra

MSU Wind Symphony
& MSU Singers

Nov. 12 @ 8 pm

Nov. 13 @ 3 pm

No charge for undergraduates with valid
MSU ID for any of these performances!
Courtesy of your Performing Arts Fee

All Seats

15

$

973-655-5112 | peakperfs.org
Alexander Kasser Theater
Convenient Parking in the Red Hawk Deck
Photo by Laurence Winram
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A group of students from Montclair State's Global Living Community took a trip to New York City in Sseptember 2016.

Photo courtesy'of Evangeline Cotton

The Global Living Community:
Helping Students Connect

Montclair State students of the Global Living Community on a whitewater rafting trip in August 2016.

Victoria Campisi
Contributing Writer
The Global Living Community (GLC) at Montclair State
University provides an easy
way for international students
to be able to connect with one
another and begin close friendships.
Daniel Lawrence, 21, of
Bournemouth University in
England, said, “I think [the
GLC] helped me because everybody’s in the same boat. It’s
quite handy because I don’t
have any clue what I’m doing.”
Lawrence, who is studying
screenwriting for film and
television, had been to America twice before he knew he
wanted to come back to study
abroad. “It’s near New York
City,” he said. “That’s kind of
the reason why I picked it.”
In 2003, the Global Living Community grew from just
a few apartments and moved
into Alice Paul Hall, located in
The Village Apartments, where
it now occupies the third and
fourth floors of the building.
According to Montclair State's
website, “The Global Living

Community (GLC) is a residential community of International and American students [at
Montclair State].” Its aim is to
create a bond not only among
the international students living there, but also with the
American students with whom
they share apartments.
Twenty-year-old television
production student, Jessica
Browning, who is also from
Bournemouth University, had
a reasoning similar to Lawrence's for choosing Montclair
State to study abroad. “I wanted to study at Montclair mainly
because I heard it had a good
reputation for TV, but also because it’s close to New York,”
she said.
“It’s a comfort knowing that,
even if I don’t meet people in
my classes, I still have the international people to fall back
on,” continued Browning.
Lawrence and Browning
agreed that the GLC has helped
them create a bond with the
other study abroad students on
campus. “The very first week...
they put us together and made
us do team building activities,”
said Browning, “They were a

bit cheesy, but really good.”
“I’ve gotten to know everybody pretty quickly,” said
Lawrence. “Everybody’s already talking about seeing
each other next summer.”
“The concept of having the
GLC is that international students and American students
hopefully can kind of come
together,” said Angela Cant,
who is the international student and scholar coordinator at
Montclair State. Cant has been
working with students who are
in America on a J-1 Visa, which
means those who are here short
term.
Originally from Australia
and a lover of travel herself,
Cant used to work in sending Montclair State students
abroad and took on this new
position in last May.
“Living on campus is a real
American experience,” she
said. “Many live at home [and]
don’t travel to go to university.”
She continued, “Having
the [international] students all
in one spot gives them the opportunity to connect with each
other, because they’re all away

Photo courtesy of Angela Cant

from home [and] experiencing
a shared experience.”
Cant noticed that this year’s
group of students is social and
willing to get together and do
activities. “We’re all really up
for doing the touristy things
like going to New York and
going to see a baseball game,”
said Browning. “That’s something we’re really into because
it’s so alien from back home.”
Every Thursday night in
the Alice Paul lounge, there is
an event called Cookies and
Culture put on by the GLC
staff. “I sat down with the RAs
and we worked out what they
thought would be fun,” said
Cant. “We try to fit the event
with whatever is going on."
Some of these events include
Halloween and Christmas celebrations, as well as a Thanksgiving dinner and other activities during the semester.
Before the semester started,
the students went on a white
water rafting trip which was a
“fun bonding experience at the
beginning,” according to Cant.
“Most internationals find it
really hard to get to know the
students from the country that

they’re traveling to,” said Cant.
Having American students in
the apartments is helpful because it helps the international students learn the culture
and meet new people from
the country they came to learn
about.
“We try to have at least one
[American] in each apartment,
but it doesn’t always work,”
Can’t said. “We would like to
have more American students
who are interested in living in
the community.”
Cant enjoys working with
international students, helping them create memories and
“connecting people across cultures,” which is a focus of the
GLC. “I think it’s fun to create
opportunities for the students
to get to know each other,”
she said. “I hope that the really
good stuff is what happens in
people’s apartments and that
they develop friendships. The
real hope is that, ultimately,
the international students go
home and keep friendships
developed. I think that’s my favorite part.”

themontclarion.org
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The Montclairitis:
A Weekly Food Review by Tunmise Odufuye

The Breakfast Biscuit with an over-easy egg, garlic aioli, pickled red onion and chicken apple sausage
can be enjoyed at The Corner, a restaurant in Montclair, New Jersey.

Tunmise Odufuye | The Montclarion

The Corner

"The Bounce Back" is a beverage served at The
Corner, located on Grove Street in Montclair.

"Good vibes only."
Another day, another decision on how I can gain some extra weight. Food and I are going
to get married and I know she
doesn’t care about my body.
She just likes me for me; who
could ask for anything more
from a lover? Today, I was interested in a place quite local to
me, three blocks to be exact.
An adventurous friend of
mine took a picture of a pink
neon sign with a white wall
backdrop that read “good
vibes only” in a restaurant. It
reminded me of California for
some reason. I asked her where
it was, and she said that it was
this restaurant called The Corner on the corner of Walnut
Street and Grove Street. Now,
I have a huge distaste for the

Tunmise Odufuye | The Montclarion

word “vibes”. Cannot stand
that word, but I’ll save that rant
for another forum. Back to the
food!
As I walk into The Corner, I
see the neon pink sign. I also see
a packed crowd, creating extra
heat on what was already a
sweaty day. With that in mind,
along with the ISO food safety
restrictions for indoor settings,
requesting a seat outside was
only fitting.
The seating outside is nice.
Four picnic-like tables stack
up against the brick foundation of the restaurant. The
seats are long, wooden benches, smooth to avoid splinters.
When handed the menu, I was
already familiar with some of
the choices, due to the research
I had done the day before. I belittled the minimalist approach
to the options given for the likes

Diners can enjoy a 230 Chocolate Chip Cookie at The Corner.

of breakfast and lunch, but I
would soon see why that was a
blessing rather than a mistake.
I ordered the Breakfast Sandwich along with a 12 ounce
juice called the Bounce Back.
The Breakfast Sandwich comes
with an over-easy egg, garlic aioli and greens with pickled red
onion, two buttermilk biscuits
and chicken apple sausage. The
Bounce Back contains grapefruit, grapes, lemon, orange and
beets.
Now, two things stood out to
me in all of this: the over-easy
eggs on the Breakfast Sandwich
and the beets in my juice. I love
my eggs scrambled maybe 98.9
percent of the time and I am
not a fan of beets, although it
has been forever since I last
had a taste of them. The Corner turned me into a believer of
both.

The over-easy eggs bled into
the food with ease. I barely
noticed the difference in taste
because the meal was marvelous. The pickled red onions
had some strong kickback to
them. The zesty flavor added
character to the entire plate.
The chicken apple sausage was
thick, juicy and other words
not safe for work. The juice demanded my attention after the
first sip. The beet flavor was
noticeable, but didn’t push the
envelope, creating room for the
other ingredients to flourish. I
felt so health-conscious eating
the whole thing. These weren’t
your typical heart-stopping buttermilk biscuits from Popeyes.
Just as the meal vanished into
my stomach, the server kindly
asked us what we would like
for dessert. I couldn’t resist her
suggestion of the 230 Cookie, a

Tunmise Odufuye | The Montclarion

cookie that is made fresh every
day at 2:30 p.m. It costs $2.30.
Right as she went to get the
cookie, a baby soiled himself
right on his mother’s shoulders while she was talking to
her friend. They went inside to
change the child, but as nasty as
the scene was, all I kept thinking about was that cookie and
the delicious lunch I just ate.
Nothing, not even baby crap,
was going to ruin that for me.
The cookie came out a few
minutes later and it was perfect.
It carried the shape of a muffin,
but you knew as soon as you
held it in your hand that it was
a soft, gooey piece of perfection.
It put shame on the high fructose corn syrup cookies I ate in
middle school. The Corner, we
will meet again.
The Corner is located at 115
Grove St. Montclair, NJ 07042 .

themontclarion.org

PAGE 8 • October 27, 2016 • The Montclarion

Montclair State Professor
Experiences Dakota Pipeline Protest

Montclair State professor Mark Clatterbuck experienced the Native American protest in North Dakota first hand.

Jennifer Leon
Staff Writer
Mark Clatterbuck, an associate professor of religion at
Montclair State University, was
present at the Native American
resistance protest in North Dakota to help fight the Dakota
Access Pipeline.
The Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL), operated by Energy Transfer, is a 1,172-mile
pipeline project that would
carry fracked oil from North
Dakota through South Dakota
and Iowa. It would then travel
through Illinois and down to
the Gulf Coast for export.
There is Native American
resistance to the DAPL, as it
would devastate tribal, sacred
and ceremonial sites. Native
American tribes are seeking to
halt the project, which would
disturb graves, stone features
and ancestral homeland.
The pipeline, if completed,
would cross the Missouri River
and Lake Oahe, the reservoir
that provides drinking water
for the Standing Rock Sioux
Tribe.

DAPL is slated to go right
through ancestral tribal lands of
the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
of Lakota and Dakota ancestry.
Clatterbuck said, “A treaty
in the 1800s gave the territory to
the Sioux tribe and said that, as
long as the grass grows and water flows, the land is yours, but
when gold was found, the federal government took the land
from them.”
Clatterbuck, who appeared
very shaken, explained that
there was a violent confrontation where pipeline crews pepper sprayed and unleashed attack dogs on unarmed Native
American protesters, including
children and elders.
“The tribe has organized a
camp, and so I went out as an
independent observer,” said
Clatterbuck, who was present
with his young daughter.
According to Clatterbuck,
there are about 2,000 people
camped out at the site in an effort to halt the work.
“They want it to be known
that they will gather here and
be the physical resistance to the
pipeline with their bodies,” said

Photo courtesy of Mark Clatterbuck

Clatterbuck. “It is super powerful to see how committed these
people are. People have lost
their jobs in order to camp out,
others cook for everyone, and
there have even been people
setting up schools for the Native students.”
People have been arrested for
physically trying to stop bulldozers, chaining themselves
to bulldozers, and even laying
down in front of them.
"They are unarmed, but it’s
a big group of people. So either
the company voluntarily halts
construction on the project or
Federal Regulatory agencies
shut them down," said Clatterbuck.
“North Dakota’s winter is
harsh, but they are willing
to stay there if that’s what it
takes,” he continued.
Clatterbuck helps run a 501
federal non-profit, Lancaster
Against Pipelines, and has
shown support by standing
with the Sioux tribe. According to Clatterbuck, this fight is
a spiritual event. “Water is sacred," he said. "This site is sacred.”

North Dakota residents camped out at Sacred Stone camp to physically halt the work.

Professor Mark Clatterbuck with his
daughter, Alena Clatterbuck, at Sacred
Stone Camp in North Dakota.

Photo courtesy of Mark Clatterbuck
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WINTERSESSION
2017
REGISTER NOW!

www.middlesexcc.edu
Choose from a wide range of courses
that meet December 28-January 14
on the Edison campus.
Earn credits toward your degree
Complete 3 credits in 3 weeks
Best value in the region – tuition is
only $108 per credit for Middlesex
County residents.

2600 Woodbridge Avenue, Edison, New Jersey

SUCCESS STARTS HERE
#1B Wintersession Ad - Montclair University 10.75x21.indd 1

10/11/16 9:51 AM
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Paying it Forward

Montclair State Greeks Visit Nursing Home

MAKE CAPTION DESCRIBING THE THREE PHOTOS ABOVE. ONE FOR THE PHOTO TO THE RIGHT UNDERNEATH THE PHOTO. AND ONE FOR THE TWO PHOTOS
ON THE BOTTOM UNDER THE LEFT PHOTO

Last month, the sisters of Sigma Delta Tau Sorority at Montclair State University visited the
Canterbury Village Senior Assisted Living Residence in West Orange, New Jersey with the brothers of Delta Chi Fraternity.
They were spent the morning with residents playing board games and checkers, giving manicures,
singing, dancing, playing music and telling stories
back and forth.
Sigma Delta Tau and Delta Chi had a rewarding experience at the home, knowing they were
able to spend time with the residents and brighten
their spirits.
Sigma Delta Tau’s vice president of philanthropy Melanie Ventura, who coordinated the
event, plans on returning again to spend more
time with the residents, who enjoy the company.

Photo Essay by Krista Cerminaro

Classifieds
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Help Wanted

Help Wanted

CLASSIFIEDS
Looking for After-School Help? Babysitters? Part-Timers?
Place your Classified Ad right here in The Montclarion. Low
one-time Rate & Extended exposure. Proven Results. Book
your classified NOW! For info Email: MontclarionAdSales@
gmail.com or call Don Spielvogel (973) 655-5237 or (215)
860-5533

$200.00 / WK – AFTER SCHOOL BABYSITTER NEEDED,
MONTCLAIR
Need an after school sitter starting Sept. 13 for our three children
ages 3-1/2 – 5. Tues – Thurs, 3-6 pm. You will drive our minivan
to pick them up from school. Looking for someone very reliable.
Please email: kgrayrock@gmail.com. $200 per week.

$15-20 / HR, AFTER SCHOOL BABY SITTER FOR 12 & 10
YR OLD, MONTCLAIR
Montclair family is seeking a reliable after-school nanny /
sitter – 3:00-8:00 PM (some flexibility). Job includes picking
up kids from school and/or driving to activities or play dates,
meal planning and preparation for kids, keeping kitchen
clean, helping kids with homework & doing their chores,light
kid laundry. May include occasional errands related to kids,
scheduling play dates, etc. Need own car with clean driving
record. Looking for someone who is well organized, responsible and fun. Start: ASAP Email: Bigb@siteny.com
MAKE EXTRA MONEY, MONTCLAIR
Looking to Make EXTRA $$$ No Base, great commissions.
Connect us with new potential companies wanting Tech
Service & Solutions. Interested? Send Resume & Cover Letter
to: Earnextracash@jmor.com.
LOOKING FOR INTERNS, PAID & UNPAID, MONTCLAIR
Looking for paid & unpaid Interns to do Social Media Marketing! And office mailings. If interested send Cover Letter and
Resume to
Internships@Jmor.com.
DATE NIGHT/AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER NEEDED, UPPER MONTCLAIR
Seeking an occasional sitter for my 11-year-old son, especially
Saturday evenings (usually 6-8:30) and some weekdays
(flexible) after school (starting around 2:30). I’d love to find
someone upbeat & fun who has experience in education /
working with kids with special needs. Also, my son adores
video games & creating computer animation, so an interest in
those things is a plus! Must be comfortable with cats & dogs
and strong enough to walk our sweet (and strong) French
bulldog.
Please contact me at vanessavozar@gmail.com.
$120.00 / WK, AFTER-SCHOOL DRIVER NEEDED,
MONTCLAIR
After-school driver needed for our 2 children, ages 13 & 15.
$120 / week – All driving is local – to and from activities,
some of which change weekly. Must have own car and clean
driving record, be super responsible and flexible. Driving
needed for entire school year. If interested, please email:
abramsliza@gmail.com
AFTER-SCHOOL BABYSITTER NEEDED, MONTCLAIR
After school sitter needed starting mid-Sept for our 10 yearold daughter. Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri, 3-6 pm. Responsibilities
include: School pick up, light help with homework, prepare
dinner, and drive (incl. carpool) to gymnastics practice in
Woodland Park. Sitter must have own car and clean driving
record. If interested, please email: Edinajung@gmail.com.
AFTERNOON SITTER, GLEN RIDGE
We are seeking an afternoon sitter 3 days/week, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday from 3:00 – 6:00 pm. We have three
children, 11, 8, 4 and a
dog. Sitter must be able to drive & have a clean driving record.
Afternoons will consist of homework help, driving to activities, occasional playdates and tidying up. If you are interested,
please email: Lonergana@gtlaw.com.
$200 / WEEK AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER, MONTCLAIR
Seeking an After-School Sitter Beginning 9/12, Mon, Wed,
Thurs, 3-6 pm w / flexibility. Responsibilities include: Receiving 10 year-old from school van that drops at our home,
Overseeing homework, Occasional driving to after school
activities for 10 year-old & siblings, 17 & 14. Walking distance
to MSU. Good opportunity for education students interested
in working with children with learning disabilities. Email:
Pamelagoldsteen@gmail.com.

P/T SITTER/HOMEWORK HELP FOR TEENS, AFTER
SCHOOL, MONTCLAIR
Looking for a smart, reliable, fun after-school sitter for our two
teens (13 & 15). We need someone Mon– Fri from around 3-5:30
(hours can be a bit flexible) to drive them to & from various
after-school activities / appointments. You will also need to help
motivate the 8th grader with attention issues to do his homework.
Exp. w /algebra, and other middle school subjects a big plus. We
are 5 minutes from MSU & have a third floor living area we would
exchange for childcare. We will also pay hourly or some combination, if that’s your preference. References and experience required.
Will exchange for room/third floor of house, or hourly pay! Close
to MSU. Please email me at KerriHK@yahoo.com.
P/T BABYSITTER FOR 2 WONDERFUL GIRLS, MONTCLAIR
We are looking for a part-time babysitter for our two girls (10 &
7-1/2). The position, beginning in September, will be 20-25 hours
per week, Mon-Thurs (Fridays off), 7:45-8:45 am, getting the girls
off to school, and 2:45-7:00 pm. We have flexibility with the morning hours. The schedule is ideal for a student! In the afternoons,
we need someone to take the girls to their after-school activities
(including carpools), help w/ homework & prepare dinner for the
girls (nothing fancy). Driving is a must & we will provide a car.
Please Email: Marci at Kokalas1121@yahoo.com.
P/T BABYSITTER NEEDED FOR SCHOOL YEAR, MONTCLAIR
Seeking a caring and responsible sitter, w / car & safe driving
record, for mornings & afternoons in the upcoming school year.
7-9 am & 4-6 pm, four days per week for our 9 year-old son & 12
year-old daughter. We have a bright, beautiful extra bedroom in
our home – on it’s own floor – and would love to find someone
interested in using the room (as an office/studio or as a live-in situation) in exchange for childcare. We are also very open to paying a
wonderful someone INSTEAD of doing a room exchange. Duties
would include light meal preparation (breakfast & after school
snack) and clean up afterwards, driving to afternoon activities &
light homework help. Both children are responsible & able to care
for themselves in most ways. We are hoping for someone who
brings a loving & fun presence to their mornings & afternoons.
Please Email: Lisa at Lisamerill@hotmail.com. Room Exchange or
For Pay!
ART STUDENTS! WHO’D LIKE TO DO A PAID INTERNSHIP
WITH A RENOWNED ARTIST?, MONTCLAIR
Looking for a student of the Fine Arts to assist in the home studio
& warehouse of an artist, author, playwright, filmmaker relocating
from NYC to Montclair. Schedule is flexible, but looking for availability approx. 15 hours / week. Salary is negotiable. Duties would
include photographing & cataloguing paintings, computer work ,
transcribing scripts, assisting in studio, and in production of digital
interview show. Must be tech savvy (Mac), personable, efficient
and have a passion for the arts! Start date August 1st. Please
forward resume and cover to info@modat.tv and please use “JRP
JOB” in subject line.
$15 / HR, P/T BABYSITTER, GLEN RIDGE
We’re looking for a part-time babysitter for our 20-month-old son.
Ideal hours are 3 to 6 pm, Mon-Thurs. Start ASAP. Looking for a
fun & energetic person to play with my son while I run errands,
etc. Must be able to provide own transportation. Education Major
a big plus. If interested, please email Ashley:
Ashley.A.Owen@gmail.com.
TEACHING FELLOWSHIP AVAILABLE, WOODROW WILSON NATIONAL FELLOWSHIP FOUNDATION
If you love science or math, help kids learn to love it too.
Apply here: Woodrow.org/STEM
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Help Wanted
NANNY NEEDED, MONTCLAIR
We are very excited to be moving to downtown Montclair
with our two sons, 14 & 12 yrs old, by mid July. Seeking an
energetic & engaged caregiver who could work from 10 am –
7 pm over the summer and then 2.30 – 7:00 during the school
year. We need someone who will be able to drive them to
activities in nearby towns, do basic clean up & laundry for
them, prepare & clean up dinner and oversee homework as
needed when the school year begins. Well behaved, fun &
easy kids. References on previous employment & driving record required. Looking forward to hearing from interested &
qualified candidates. Please contact me at Suzy.Wakefield@
yahoo.com.
GREAT OPPORTUNITY!!! P/T HELP FOR BUSY EXECUTIVE, MONTCLAIR
Seeking a self-motivated, energetic, & upbeat individual to
assist with personal and business related tasks in & around
Montclair. The schedule is flexible (approx. 12 hours a week
on M / W / F and the rate is dependent on past experience. Must be: tech savvy (fluent with all Apple products);
extremely organized; excellent communicator; efficient,
flexible, and proactive; willing to get hands dirty from time
to time (no task is too big or too small); and a licensed driver
with their own car. Please send resumes to Taratersigni@
gmail.com.
$15-20 / HR, MOTHER’S HELPER / OCCASIONAL
BABYSITTER, UPPER MONTCLAIR
Seeking energetic & reliable person with a flexible schedule
to help care for our 8 month old daughter. The position
would begin immediately and would entail watching her
in our home while I am there. We would need someone 2-3
days a week for approx. 3-5 hours a day. There will also be
occasional overnight help needed. Start: ASAP! Experience
with infants and references required. Education Major a
plus!
Email resume to: Greta.veledevilla@gmail.com.
WRITERS, MONTCLAIR
Position will include writing articles on a weekly basis to
enhance The Montclair Dispatch’s editorial team. This position is perfect for individuals, especially college students,
interested in pursing a career in Journalism and / or MediaRelated Majors. Email resume & cover letter to:
NewsDesk@MontclairDispatch.com and visit MontclairDispatch.com for more information.
$15 / HR, P/T BABY-SITTER, UPPER MONTCLAIR
Upper Montclair family is seeking a baby-sitter who is able
to watch our 3 children on a part-time, as-needed basis.
Hours will not be consistent. Probably a couple of Saturday
evening / nights a month & potential other days / nights
as needed. Sitter will not always be watching all 3 children
at once. We have two boys (9 yrs) with special needs & a 14
month-old daughter. Care for the boys is not difficult. Children will usually be in bed on Saturday evenings when sitter
is here. Walking distance from MSU. For more information
or questions, and to apply
Email: Jennynolan11@gmail.com.

Help Wanted/ For Rent
LOOKING FOR AFTER-SCHOOL BABYSITTER,
BLOOMFIELD
We are looking for a part-time sitter to look after our three
adorable boys, ages 5, 7, and 9, a few days a week after school
between the hours of 3:15 pm and 6 or 7 pm depending on the
day. Exact days to be determined. Main responsibility will be
to drive the children to various after-school activities, ensure
homework is done, and feed the children dinner which will already be prepared and ready-to-serve. Must be fully licensed
to drive and have a clean record, and previous childcare
experience would be great, but is not essential. Please contact
Katherine at krdelaney75@gmail.com.
$15 / HR, AFTER-SCHOOL & EARLY EVENING CHILD
CARE, MONTCLAIR
Monday- Thursday, 2 – 6:30 pm, Start date – ASAP…
Looking for energetic, flexible and upbeat person to manage
my house in the afternoons. Three great kids (middle school
& high school) who need meals & driving to practices & other
activities. Household duties include laundry and light housekeeping. Located in convenient part of Montclair. Promise
– you will love the kids! If interested, please call or text Nancy
at (973) 757-5554.
$15 / HR, BABYSITTER, MONTCLAIR
Looking for a reliable, responsible & energetic sitter for our 21
month-old son. Two afternoons per week (days flexible) while
we are home, and potential for other occasional days & nights.
Experience with infants & toddlers a must. Immediate start.
Please email your information to: Lauren1039@mac.com.
SEEKING EDUCATION STUDENT, P/T SITTER, MONTCLAIR
Want to pick a seasoned teacher’s brain while caring for her
children in her home? Energetic, sensible, and pretty fun sitter
needed for part time work. No driving required, but must
provide own transportation to & from the house. We are
within walking distance of the Train. Guaranteed 10 hours
a week but may be more as agreed upon. Email: Laurenq.
Griffin@gmail.com.
ROOM RENTALS & PARKING
SAVE $$$ – ROOM RENTALS ACROSS FROM MSU
Female students: Summer and / or Fall Room Rentals 2016
school year. Furnished – across from campus. Internet
included. Singles or shared. Available June & Sept. Call: (973)
778-1504.
OFF-STREET PARKING
Reasonable Off-Street Parking, M-F. Only 3 mins. walk to
MSU Bridge & Shuttle! Call (973) 819-0334, Sun-Sat, 5am-8pm
ONLY.

AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER, GLEN RIDGE
We’re looking for an after-school sitter Monday–Friday
3 – 6:30pm / Can be 4 days a week for the right candidate.
Responsibilities include, picking up kids from school, helping with homework and driving them to their after-school
activities. Must be “dog friendly”. Two kids, 8 & 6 years old.
Email: ceng01@gmail.com
AFTER-SCHOOL BABYSITTER NEEDED, CEDAR
GROVE
After school sitter needed starting Sept 12 for our 2 kids (8
& 11), 2:40-4:30 pm. Responsibilities include: School pick up
& light help with homework. Sitter must have own car and
clean driving record. If interested, please
Email: lynnieg30@gmail.com.

LOVE TO DRAW?
Submit your comics/cartoons
to The Montclarion at
msuproduction@gmail.com

WARNING
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PLEASE BE AWARE that the
State of New Jersey laws
regarding the sale, distribution
and use of alcohol are being
enforced around the NJIT and
Rutgers-Newark campuses.

VIOLATORS WILL BE
ARRESTED AND THEIR NAMES
WILL BE PUBLISHED FROM
THE POLICE BLOTTER.
Sponsoring student
organizations violating
New Jersey laws WILL BE
subject to campus sanctions.
In Conjunction With:

City of Newark
NJIT Public Safety
Rutgers University Police Department (Newark Division)
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The Montclarion’s Endorsement:
Why We’re With Her

A

fter more than a year
of incessant bickering and political brawling, thousands of
Montclair State students will
vote for the first time in a presidential election in less than two
weeks. The decision facing students is easy: Hillary Clinton is
qualified and wholly prepared
to assume office, while Donald
Trump is unfit to become president and represents a danger to
our democracy.
The choice could not be more
clear for college students. One
candidate has laid out a detailed plan to combat the student debt crisis and lower the
cost of college, and the other
candidate created a for-profit
college that exploited its students for his own personal gain.
One candidate realizes the urgency and importance of making public higher education

available to everyone, and the
other candidate can’t be bothered to dedicate more than two
bullet points on his website to
explain how he’ll make college
more affordable.
We know what to expect when
Clinton gets into office. No, we
don’t believe Clinton has the
magic bullet to fix every problem with higher education, and
we don’t believe Clinton will be
able to get all of her proposals
through Congress. What we do
know, though, is that Clinton
will be dogged in her pursuit
to lessen the burden of student
debt and ensure college is more
available to all, regardless of socioeconomic status.
Even if reforming higher education becomes less of a priority
in a potential Clinton administration, we know that Sen. Elizabeth Warren and Sen. Bernie

Sanders will constantly prod
Clinton to solve the student
debt crisis and be unrelenting in
their push to make higher education better for future generations of students.
There’s no evidence Trump
will do anything to fix the problems with higher education.
We don’t know what to expect
with a Trump administration.
Trump has no record of public service, and he has been a
greedy, predatory businessman
in the private sector.
Trump’s lack of public service
is not a badge of honor, and his
pride for his own ignorance
only makes the issue worse.
This is a candidate who says “I
know more about ISIS than the
generals do.” This is a candidate who believes that he, and
only he alone, can fix all of our
country’s problems.

That is the mark of an authoritarian ruler and not a president.
Trump displays no understanding of what it takes to be America’s president.
Montclair State’s mission
statement pledges a commitment to creating an environment that promotes diversity
and is characterized by “tolerance and openness in the exploration of ideas.” Clinton epitomized that statement when she
dared to go to China in 1995
and proudly declare “women’s
rights are human rights.” Clinton began her career by fighting for better public education
at the Children’s Defense Fund
and then later as the first lady of
Arkansas, and then fought for
women’s rights across the globe
as Secretary of State.
She isn’t perfect, but her opponent is far worse. Trump,

who often derides political correctness, has blacklisted news
organizations who have criticized him. Trump has hinted
that he wants to “open up the
libel laws.” Trump has threatened to sue every one of his
accusers, and he has made his
campaign about appealing to
American’s worst fears and pitting Americans against each
other.
Simply, a Trump administration would guarantee that
America becomes less inclusive
and more divisive.
The choice is clear for Montclair State students. Clinton has
her flaws and her use of a private email server shows a lack
of judgement. However, her
misgivings pale in comparison
to Trump’s numerous blemishes. We’re with her — and not
just against him.

H i l l a ry C l i n to n Says. . .
news

“If I want to knock a story off the front page, I just have to change my hairstyle.”

Women’s Rights

“Human rights are women’s rights, and women’s rights are human rights”

Gun Control

“If you are too dangerous to get on a plane, you are too dangerous to own a gun.”

the economy

“I think of the global economy as an inverted triangle, resting on the shoulder of the
American consumer. And if the American consumer cannot have enough disposable income in order to maintain a standard of living that creates more opportunities generation after generation, that’s bad for everybody.”

Abortion

“We’re always going to argue about abortion. It’s a hard choice and it’s controverial, and
that’s why I’m pro-choice, because I want people to make their own choices.”

Immigration

“LET’S TAKE ON THE CHALLENEGE OF SYSTEMATIC RASICM, INVEST IN COMMUNITIES OF COLOR AND
FINALLY PASS COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION REFORM.”
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Aida: Racial Insensitivity
On Campus
Students React to Theatre Department Production

W

hen a group
of students gather
together with a
message, it is usually a good idea
to listen. Montclair State students
VANIELE CASIMIR
gathered outside
ASSISTANT
OPINION EDITOR Memorial Hall to
protest the use of
blackface in the Theatre and Dance Department’s performance of “Aida”.
The demonstrators said the department’s rendition of the musical made
use of bronzer to darken the chests of
actors who were playing the parts of
Egyptian soldiers. Some students were
outraged by what they described as a
blatant use of blackface, and they came
collectively to protest it.
A member of the department told The
Montclarion that the department was
clearly not using blackface because the
play’s actors were not wearing wigs in
order to make them look African. The
notion that blackface is only limited to
one thing or another is misguided.
Blackface is not just putting tar on
someone’s face, donning a wig and
trying to look African. It is the use of
darker makeup to portray a person of
darker skin, not just Africans, although
Egypt is an African country. For minorities, blackface holds an appalling and
disgusting history that includes people
of lighter skin taking on the identities
of people with darker skin and, often
times, portraying caricatured and false
stereotypes that are meant to belittle and
demean. Students are rightfully concerned about the department’s use and
justification of makeup to darken skin.
However, their concerns have not
been heeded. A professor from the department denied the use of blackface in
the production, saying the actors were
not trying to depict Africans, but them-

selves as characters. Again, Egypt is in
Africa and the actors are playing Egyptian characters. If that were the case, it
would not be offensive. Many Egyptians have light skin tones, however,
the department did not leave it at that.
Through the application of bronzer, the
School of the Arts is effectively promoting a stereotype that Egyptians can only
be tanned. An entire group of people
cannot be summed up in just one shade
of bronzer. Egyptians can have a wide
array of skin tones. While the actors did
make use of theatrical make up, this does
not qualify.
The university cannot further support
or associate itself with this production of
“Aida.” It is detrimental to the community of Montclair State University.
This play is alienating not just Egyptians, but every minority student on
campus. These students are integrated
into every part of Montclair State. They
are resident assistants, peer advisers
and, most importantly, friends to everyone on campus. They are important
to our campus, and the theatre department’s use of blackface undermines that.
The department is not listening to the
concerns of these students. Montclair
State’s mission statement underlines
progress, and progress needs discourse
to happen. When a student tried to have
this discourse, the department heads
should have taken her unease into consideration.
The department needs to acknowledge they are wrong. Minority students
on campus are important enough to defend and protect, but the school remains
silent on this issue. Montclair State University is the kind of school that stands
up for the ideas and views of it’s students. It is not the kind of campus that
would undermine the importance and
humanity of its students.

Vaniele Casimir, an English major, is in her first year
as Assistant Opinion Editor for The Montclarion.

T

he opening of
“Aida” seems to have
unleashed a massive amount of controversy on Montclair State’s campus,
with students lined
up with signs and
JAMES
megaphones to proGUEST WRITER
test what they saw as
blackface. Now, it appears that everyone
on campus—whether involved in the
production or not—has an opinion on
the matter.
“Blackface” is defined by the Oxford
English Dictionary as “makeup worn by
a white actor playing a black person.”
Supporters of the production’s makeup
claim that the goal of the makeup is only
to tan the actors, as the characters they
portray are in the sunlight for most their
lives, and therefore its application is not
blackface.
Since several of the actors portay
Egyptian characters, objectors claim that
the use of bronzer is racially insenstive.
They believe this tanning procedure is,
in fact, blackface—even if it is not as obvious as the kind used in minstrel shows
of the late nineteenth century, when the
term became popularized.
If this was the only evidence both
for and against the accusation of blackface in the show, the conversation would
be short-lived. However, there is in fact
a much larger context surrounding the
claim that blackface is being used in the
show.
In the traditional casting of Aida,
the Egyptian characters were played by
white actors and the Nubian ones were
played by black actors. Supporters of the
show’s makeup decisions claim that, because of this, the tanning of white actors
isn’t blackface—after all, these actors are
always meant to be white, aren’t they?
However, this argument falls apart

Students protesting “Aida” outside of Memorial Auditorium.

Photo by Daniella Heminghaus

when looking more closely at the actual
casting decisions. Aida is traditionally
cast with a racially split cast to compare
the Egyptian/Nubian struggle to current
racial struggles in America. In this case,
the actors are meant to represent white
and black Americans, as opposed to actual Egyptians and Nubians, and thus
there is no need for the actors to appear
as if they have been working out in the
sun all their lives.
In addition, if realism was really a concern for the creative crew, despite the
show being one big metaphor, then there
would be no white actors in the show, because at the time, Egypt and Nubia were
inhabited solely by people of color. The
realization that characters who are outside all day would have their skin darkened by the sun, without the realization
that all Egyptians in the area the musical
takes place would have naturally dark
skin even before tanning, is ultimately
what protesters have taken issue with.
The original concerns raised by a
person of color were thrown out the
window, according to the student who
sparked protests, and now many individuals have attempted to explain how
the use of this makeup is not blackface.
Even if it was definitively argued that
this makeup wasn’t blackface, white individuals cannot be the ones who claim
this is not a problem, as only people of
color can determine what is or is not racially insensitive. At the end of the day,
when black students are discussing racial injustice, it is not a white student’s
place to step in and claim to be the be-all,
end-all on the subject.
The takeaway of this incident is that
Montclair State University is an extremely diverse school and that we need to do
better for ourselves. It can be hard, because of our reputation as a diverse institution, to accept responsibility when
we have wronged—but because of our
reputation, we must admit when we
have wronged. It is the only way for us
to grow as an institution.
Until Montclair’s theatre department
takes responsibility for this lapse of judgment, students will remain skeptical of
their racial sensitivity. For now, students
will look to the department to see what
their next move is—especially as they
get ready for their production of West
Side Story, whose characters are entirely
of Latin American descent, in the spring
semester.

James wishes to stay anonymous.

What Do You Think?
Do you think
Montclair
State’s
performance
of “Aida”
was racially
insentitive?

“[The department]
addressed the controversial situation and
it became a lot more
sensitive to AfricanAmerican culture.
Once people saw the
play, they were able
to recognize it as
beautiful theatre
and art.”

“I personally don’t
really mind who plays
who as long as the art
is fantastic.”
- Michael Oddo
Music Education,
Freshman

“Everyone is equal, so
if you’re depicting your
skin as another color it
shouldn’t be a
controversial issue.”
- Jessica Zarnick
Art Education,
Senior

“Yes. I think so
because now days, [people] are using blackface
for discrimination. Like
on social media, and it’s
wrong timing.”
- Niah Aberdeen
Biology,
Freshman

- Olivia Manna
Vocal Performance,
Freshman

Read Our Review of “Aida” on PAGE 16
Tell Us Your Opinion: @the montclarion
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Third Debate Spells Business As Usual
Presidential candidates sing same old song in the final debate

“W

e ’ v e
h e a r d
this bef o r e ,
Hillary,”
RepubliNICHOLAS DA SILVA can candidate
COLUMNIST
Donald
Trump said around the end of
the third and final presidential
debate on Oct. 19. The same can
be said about the entire debate,
during which neither Trump
nor Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton offered any new insight into how they are going to
lead the country, instead sticking to the tired shtick of taking
potshots at one another.

Moderator Chris Wallace,
an anchor for Fox News, did a
tremendous job keeping things
fair and balanced as he silenced
any attempts at applause from
the crowd. He fought the loudmouthed candidates when they
refused to follow the rules of
the debate but, in spite of his
best efforts, Wallace could not
stop the moments of childish
shouting between the two candidates.
The majority of Clinton’s
speeches have been predictable
and this debate was no different. She rarely discussed how
she will do things differently
from her predecessor, President Barack Obama. Instead,
she talked about how she is going to make things fair and just.

Clinton did nothing to win over
undecided voters.
On the other hand, Trump
gave Saturday Night Live writers an excess of material with
his thin-skinned attitude during the debate. Instead of owning up to his obnoxious, meanspirited behavior, Trump lied
when being called out on past
remarks. Trump adamantly
denied Clinton’s allegations of
his making fun of disabled individuals, when there is video
evidence of him doing so at a
rally earlier this year.
Trump also continued saying the media has rigged the
debate by portraying him as a
bad guy. Yet Trump makes it
no easier for himself when he
constantly says idiotic, divisive

statements. This was proven
again at the debate when he
discussed his immigration
plan, saying, “We have some
bad hombres in here!” As long
as Trump continues to talk like
a child instead of a presidential candidate, he is going to be
publicly criticized.
Another question Wallace
posed to both candidates is
how they would respond to
non-partisan economic analysts
whose research has shown their
national debt plans would not
work. Trump said that those
analysts were flat-out wrong
and that his ideas were right,
while Clinton simply compared
herself to Trump to put her vision over as the better of the
two. Again, neither candidate

really tried to answer the question.
It was easy to hope that this
would be a different debate,
but it wasn’t. Trump and Clinton continued the name-calling
and the show-boating, instead
of giving intelligent answers
to the American public’s questions. With less than a month
before the election, everything
is still as it was before any of the
debates took place. There are
those for Trump and those for
Clinton, and the rest of of the
American public continues to
shake their heads at this embarrassment of a race to the White
House.

Nicholas Da Silva, a journalism major, is
in his second year as a columnist for The
Montclarion.

Fools Shouldn’t Run for President, and Trump is a Fool
Republican presidential nominee is less than presidential

I

remember
w h e n
I
first
learned
of Dona l d
AMINA
Trump’s
ABDELRAHAM
candiCOLUMNIST
dacy for
president. I thought it was a
joke because it sounded so unrealistic. Why would a businessman be qualified to run
the United States? Our country
is not a hotel or casino and it
is most certainly not just another business deal. Since he
announced his candidacy, the
American public has learned
a lot of nasty things about
him. From not paying federal
income taxes to the alleged
sexual assaults, it is becoming
clearer every day that I am siding with the right candidate.
It really makes my blood boil
knowing that people in our
country are foolish enough to
think that Trump is fit to be our
president.
We are all just as qualified to
run for president as Trump. We
need someone with experience

in politics. Besides his lack of
political experience, there are
plenty of other things that I
can’t stand about this monster.
The way he treats other human beings is immature and
disgusting. This man has said
horrible things to and about
women, Latinos, Muslims, immigrants and nearly everyone
else. While he may disagree —
words hurt.
This man cannot even control
himself for 90 minutes to debate on live national television.
Trump does not like to answer
the questions posed to him by
moderators. Instead, he just
rants about how terrible Hillary Clinton is. He regularly argues that Clinton is not goodlooking and constantly brings
up the actions of her husband.
He is incapable of acting in
a professional manner. If you
watched the debates, you noticed that he constantly interrupted Clinton and the moderators. Not letting anyone
else speak just shows how selfcentered he really is. How are
we supposed to trust him with
nuclear launch codes if we
can’t even trust him to shut his
mouth?

If Trump ever gets elected, he
is going to make the rest of the
international community hate
Americans. Our country can’t
afford any more enemies. The
United States of America is a
diverse country that is made of
people from all over the world.
Without immigration, many
of us would not be here today.
Building walls and closing our
borders will do nothing but
harm. People used to immigrate to our country to build
a better life. They thought we
were the greatest place on
earth. How great can our country be if a man like Trump has
gotten this far in the election?
Trump is an embarrassment
to our country’s people, history and values. He should
not represent our nation and
his inability to act like a member of our society proves it. He
has shown us so many reasons
why we should not vote for a
fool like him.
Your future is at stake, so
don’t forget to vote on November 8.

Make Sure
to Cast your
Vote on
Tuesday,
November 8,

Amina Abdelreham, a communication
studies major, is in her first year as a
columnist for The Montclarion.

2016.

Thumbs Up
Obama reads
Mean Tweets

OPINION

Leaves begin to change
SNL debate skits

Thumbs Down
Midterms

WANT TO BE
AN OPINION WRITER?
Bring your thoughts to life and write
about what you’re passionate about.
Contact
MontclarionOpinion@gmail.com
for more information.

Earthquake in Italy
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Players Brings Back Time Warp
with ‘Rocky Horror Picture Show’
Babee Garcia
Staff Writer

The cast of ‘Rocky Horror Picture Show’ delivered a memorable
performance at Montclair State.

Montclair State University’s
Players brought the time warp
back with their annual lyrical showing of classic musical
comedy Rocky Horror Picture
Show from Oct. 20 to 22 at 8
p.m. and midnight each day.
The Rocky Horror Picture
Show was created in the 1970s
and tells a story about love,
hate, adventure and, for the
most part, sex. It starts out
with Brad and Janet, a newly

engaged couple from Ohio,
whose car breaks down on
a dark stormy night. These
straightedge suburban love
birds end up inside Dr. FrankN-Furter’s castle of chaos with
several unique characters. Dr.
Frank-N-Furter, the Transylvanian head of the household,
welcomes Brad and Janet with
a goal in mind: to bring their
deepest, kinkiest fantasies to
life. The tale concludes with

Photo courtesy of Martin Keating

Furter dying from a drowning
incident as the innocent couple transforms into sexuallycharged aliens themselves.
Junior Madison Glassman
plays Columbia, the colorful maid in the Transylvanian
mansion.
Glassman said, “I really like
this show because it has a liberating atmosphere. When you
are performing in it, you aren’t
being judged. You have fun, be

sexy and free!”
Junior Ben Bouffard plays the
criminologist and described
Rocky Horror as “one of the
craziest shows that exist today.”
Bouffard added, “It allows
you to discover parts of yourself through the character
played, whether lead or ensemble. Me, being a straight
male, I am discovering more
of my feminine side. I play the
criminologist who is also the
narrator, and he is the most
straight-lace character in the
entire show. We are changing his character up a little bit,
making him more feminine. If
you come see the show, you
will understand what I mean at
the end.”
When asked about the rehearsal time for Rocky Horror
Picture Show, Glassman explained that it is a four-week
process Monday through Friday from 6 to 10 p.m., and
sometimes later. Acting and
dancing experience is required,
but singing is not. Players also
has an improv group, called
Montclair Improv League and
Friends (MILF), that performs
throughout the year.
Fashion Director Jenn Zerilli is a junior at Montclair State
who experienced theater life

and brought her artistic visions
to Rocky Horror for the first
time. Zerilli said that visuals
are very important in theater,
and she did the clothes shopping in preparation for the
show.
I never watched Rocky Horror Picture Show in its entirety
before. The first time I watched
the movie version was also the
first time I saw Players perform
every line from it at Friday’s
late-night showing. It was a
shocking, electrifying, interactive experience from start to
finish.
Players opened up with writing “V” for Virgin on some of
the audience members heads
and playing a game where
they would eat food from the
cast members bodies. I heard
vulgar call-outs traditionally
being shouted to poke fun
throughout the show.
It was something that left
me confused and, at times, disturbed. The show had a lot of
intimacy—more than I expected. However, I noticed that every single person on stage had
tremendous charisma and energy. The choreography, fashion, makeup and the surprising
conclusion was incredible.

‘Aida’ Wows Montclair
State Amid Controversy

Virginia Vass performing as Aida in Montclair State’s production of ‘Aida’ which was held from Oct. 19 to Oct. 23 in Memorial Auditorium.

Photo courtesy of Gena Adikin

Diego Coya
Staff Writer
“Aida” was spectacular. The
Department of Theater and
Dance brought the acclaimed
opera by Giuseppe Verdi,
“Aida,” to Montclair State’s Memorial Auditorium.
The musical takes place in
ancient Egypt, where Aida, an
Ethiopian princess, is held prisoner. She lies about her identity
and becomes a slave of Amneris, the Egyptian king’s daughter. Aida and the Egyptian
general, Radames, fall in love,
causing Aida to be conflicted
between the love of Radames
and the love of her country. To
complicate things even further,
Radames and Amneris are engaged. A tale of courage, love
and betrayal ensues.
Protesters, gathering outside
of Memorial Auditorium before
the first few showings of the

performance, claimed actors in
the show were using blackface
to portray the slaves. After seeing the musical, I can say that
these accusations seem like they
are mostly from people who
have not even seen the musical.
Many of these accusations were
exaggerated or simply untrue.
Some of the cast were tanned
so slightly, to the point where it
is not noticeable. The only real
problem was that the theater
was not filled with more audience members, which this musical so rightfully deserved.
I had the pleasure of seeing “Aida” Sunday afternoon,
and as someone who appreciates musicals as well as Broadway shows, I was blown away.
“Aida” was amazing. Everyone
in the cast put in so much effort
into their roles and it shows.

The orchestra did nothing
short of an excellent job. Additionally, this version of “Aida”
had music by Elton John and
lyrics by Tim Rice. Using rousing rock numbers and heartwrenching ballads as a way of
making this play modern was
really clever.
All of the actors on stage were
magnificent. Virginia Vass as
Aida was phenomenal. She portrayed every emotion perfectly,
and her singing was fantastic.
One of the best songs in the play
was “The Gods Love Nubia,”
which played right before the
intermission started. Vass and
the ensemble cast beautifully
sang this song, and it was an extraordinary moment.
Ian Laudano played the part
of Radames tremendously. He
nailed the part of being a gener-

al, and I thought his chemistry
with Aida was top notch.
Kristina Walz as Amneris did
a spectacular job in her role. She
does bring some comedy in the
play, especially in her scenes
with Radames. As a singer and
dancer, she really impressed
me. One of the songs that was
a standout was “Dance of the
Robe.”
Jason Smith, who played
Mereb, did a great job, despite
not having the same amount
of time in the play as the main
characters. He also had a song
with Aida called “How I Know
You” which was really welldone and catchy. Everyone else
did an excellent job and the cast
should truly be proud of themselves.
Another positive aspect of
the play was that not once did

I feel the runtime, and it was
over two hours long. I also liked
the fact that I had no idea what
was going to occur during the
play because, prior to this play
coming to Montclair State, I
had never seen any version of
“Aida.” It was unpredictable,
and I was intrigued to see what
the outcomes of the characters
were going to be.
A huge part of that is due to
the brilliant performances and
the marvelous orchestra. Anyone who is a fan of musicals,
especially ones that are really
well-made, should have capitalized on the opportunity to see
this. It was done by people who
put in passion and effort and it
cannot be clearer. It is an excellent show that I am glad I got
the chance to see.
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ReelAbilities Montclair is part of the largest
disability film festival in the country and is
dedicated to promoting awareness and
appreciation of the lives, stories and artistic
expressions of people with different abilities. The festival
features films that challenge assumptions and promote
discussion.
For more information visit
MONTCLAIR.REELABILITIES.ORG
Ticketing information
reelabilitiesmontclair.eventbrite.com
Contact - 973-655-7124 - prezantf@montclair.edu
fitzpatrick6@montclair.edu

Montclair State’s Global Education Center is here to help you
find the right academic program, destination and scholarships
to make your study abroad dreams a reality!
Montclair State University Study Abroad Official
Facebook Page
@MontclairAbroad
Giving you the newest study abroad info in 140 characters or
less!
@MontclairAbroad
Check out the latest photos from our events and from students
abroad!
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http://www.montclair.edu/global-education/studyabroad/outgoing-students/

‘The Plough and the Stars’
Takes Audiences Back to
1916 Ireland
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Awije Bahrami
Entertainment Editor

The perfomance of the
“Plough and the Stars” at the
Alexander Kasser Theater’s
Peak Performance series was
electrifying, as expected. The
play, written by the Irish playwright Seán O’Casey, was first
performed on Feb. 8, 1926, and
revolves around a bloody uprising in Ireland in the beginning
of the 20th century.
The first two acts are set a
few months before the unsuccessful Easter Uprising of 1916.
It was an insurrection initiated
by Irish republicans who tried
to get their independence from
the United Kingdom. The last
two acts take place during the
uprising, when the British used
artillery and heavy machine
guns, often mistakenly, against
civilians.
The storyline focuses on everyday people in Dublin living
their lives in uncertainty in the
face of the rising tensions between the Irish cilvilians and
the Birtish rulers.
The first two acts incorporated comedic relief, which made
the complicated relationships
between the characters even
more believable and the family members and friends more
likeable. One character who
provided comedy to the overall dramatic play was Young
Covey, a young Communist

who isn’t taken seriously by his
friends and family members,
but who makes jokes on behalf
of an old labourer for being too
old-fashioned.
One of the most heart-wrenching moments of the play was
when Jack Clitheroe, a soldier
of the Irish Citizen Army, leaves
his wife Nora Clitheroe to fight
alongside his men. A few weeks
before, Nora received a letter
stating that Jack had been promoted to commandant. She
burned the letter to stop Jack
from leaving her.
One day when they are getting intimate with each other
Captain Brennan, one of Jack’s
men, knocks on their door and
asks for “Commandant Clitheroe.” Jack immediately gets
dressed to join his men. Nora,
not knowing how else to respond, gives Jack an ultimatium: it’s either her or his men.
The show was at times hard
to follow due to the thick Irish
accents of characters throughout the play. It, however, never
took away from the drama and
the pain that the characters
were going through.
“The Plough and the
Stars” gives audiences a better understanding of what the
Easter Uprising of 1916 was like
and what the uprising meant
for average people.

Nyree Yergainharsian (Rosie Redmond) in “The Plough
and the Stars” by Sean O’Casey, directed by Sean Holmes.

Photo courtesy of Ros Kavanagh

Montclair State Staff
Co-Produces Montclair-Based
Documentary

School of Communication and Media News Producer Steve McCarthy filming Tourrie
Moses and his teacher Dan Gill for “The One That Got Away.”

Photo courtesy of montclair.edu

Olivia Wilinski
Contributing Writer
According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics of the
United States, in 2014, 1 in 36
adults were under some sort of
correctional supervision. If the
average college lecture class
has about 100 students, imagine around 3 of your fellow
classmates ending up in jail.
On a smaller high school
scale, it would be devastating to find out that just one of
your classmates that you have
grown up with for years was
going to prison. In the documentary film, “The One That
Got Away,” the true story behind this statistic is explored
and brought to light. This film

follows one of Montclair’s
own, Tourrie Moses, the story
of his incarceration and the reaction of his teachers who believed him to have a promising
future.
Tourrie Moses was a highly
intelligent student who attended Glenfield Middle School in
Montclair. In his prime, he was
described as charismatic, good
looking, and was elected class
president. All signs pointed to
Harvard for Moses.
However, in eighth grade
he fell into the wrong path and
was arrested and sent to Juvenile Detention for two weeks.
When he returned from his

stint in the detention center, he
was never the same. He continued on to high school where
he struggled, then eventually
dropped out. He joined a gang,
and was ordered to kill someone at the young age of 18. He
was caught after murdering the
wrong person and plead guilty,
receiving fifteen years in prison.
This documentary focuses
not only on Moses’ story, but
also the story of his sixth grade
teacher, John Gill. Gill, a 40year veteran of the public education system, has saved many
children from turning down the
wrong path. Gill is the one that

dubbed Moses “The One That
Got Away,” referring to the fact
that he feels Tourrie didn’t live
up to what he could have been.
He wished he could have saved
him from his fate.
Montclair State University’s
own professional staff member and Emmy Award winner,
Steve McCarthy, co-produced
this film with a long-time
friend, John Block, also a native
of Montclair. They were drawn
to the story when Block’s
daughter stated that she went
to school with Moses and that
he was a good kid.
The film was aired on prime
time Channel 13 on September

12 and at the Montclair Film
Festival in 2015. It will also be
screened on November 2 on
campus.
When asked what he wishes
viewers to take away from this
emotional film, McCarthy said,
“We are going to have to deal
with this right now. We are going to have to do something as
a society to help these people in
trouble because we’re going to
pay now or we’re going to pay
later.”
To see the full film and the
outcome of Moses’ story, view
it on campus on November 2,
or wait for the nation-wide release in January 2017.
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Student Artist Profile:

Noah Befeler

·Q: What is your biggest motivation?

·Q: Who are your biggest inspirations?

A: I like to affect other people.
I like to know that I’ve given
them something new to ponder, or a new memory to fondly
reminisce about. If they leave
the theatre changed in any way,
no matter how small—morally, politically—if they treat
their family in a different way,
or even if they start putting the
toilet paper over as opposed to
under, then I’ve done my job.

A: When I was four years old,
my parents took me to see CATS
on Broadway (the show, not just
a herd of cats on the street). I sat
through the entire show, spellbound, which was quite a feat
considering I was still working
on my bladder control. At the
point in the show when all the
cats come into the house and
dance with the audience members, I distinctly remember one
of them crawling towards me,
like something out of a dream,
twirling my shoelace just like
a cat would. Something about
that moment rooted itself deep
inside my heart and took hold,
and I knew I had to be somehow involved with this spectacular art. As far as people go, my
biggest inspirations are Nathan
Lane, Jonah Hill and Josh Gad.

·Q: How has Montclair State
University fostered you as an
artist?
A: Montclair State has offered
me countless opportunities
to perfect my craft. I’ve been
in seven plays, one musical, a
dance piece and I’m entering
my third year as a founding
member of Montclair State’s
premiere improv and sketch
comedy show, “The Dirty 9,”
which has been described as
“hilarious,” “gut-busting,” “visionary” and “appalling.” I feel
most at home when I have the
freedom to explore every aspect
of myself, and to implement
this into my myriad stage personas—and Montclair State’s
productions really offer me the
room to explore that I need.
·Q: Who are your biggest supporters?
A: My parents, my professors
and Taco Bell.

·Q: What’s your latest project?
A: I’m the assistant director for
Iphigenia, which goes up at the
Kasser Theater the first week of
November. I’ll also be overseeing the fight sequences and providing a brief cameo. Outside
of that, I’m meeting three days
a week for “The Dirty 9” and
generating hours of sketch comedy material with my peers. In
addition, I am Daddy’s Favorite
Little Boy.

Noah Befeler is one of the founding members of Montclair State’s premiere
improv and sketch comedy show, “The Dirty 9.”

Photo courtesy of Noah Befeler

Anthony Tarsitano Speaks at
Film Forum
Diego Coya
Staff Writer

Anthony Tarsitano, a New
York resident who co-founded
City Squirrel Films with wife
and producing partner, gave a
presentation at the weekly film
forum this past Tuesday.
Tarsitano has written and directed two feature-length films
along with one short film. He
proudly showed the audience
his second feature film “Lost
Cat Corona,” which stars Ralph
Macchio, Paul Sorvino and Gina
Gershon. It’s about an ordinary
man who looks for his wife’s
missing cat, and along the way
encounters dangerous elements
of his neighborhood. It is a dark
comedy which has other story
arcs involving drug deals and
the main character’s family life.
The film was about an hour

and a half long, and Tarsitano
managed to get a very talented
cast for a small-budget film.
The cast also included a couple
of actors from acclaimed shows
such as “Dexter” and “Orange
is the New Black.”
He stated that he wanted to
make a comedy that was on
par with his sense of humor
and provide the audience with
some laughs. Furthermore, Tarsitano explored social themes
that were present during the
dramatic parts of the film, such
as self-identity and being your
own person, which is told in a
unique way in this dark comedy.
Another interesting factor
about the film was that a lot of
the filming locations where in

a neighborhood that the director knew very well. The church
that was in the movie was the
church that his parents got married in, and one of the houses in
the film is his own house.
While Tarsitano was giving
his commentary after the film
was over, he explained how
fortunate he was to work with a
talented cast, and he eventually
talked about the beginning of
his career. He was originally an
art director, and he also wrote
and directed commercials prior
to making his movies. Tarsitano has written and directed
numerous television and radio
spots for MasterCard, Citibank,
Quicken Loans, Amica Insurance, 21st Century Insurance
and Nickelodeon.

He always wanted to do
films, so the films that he started to create appeared in festivals—most notably, his short
film “Ice.” “Ice” qualified for
TriBeCa Film Festival, Raindance Film Festival in London,
and it gained a Jury Award at
the USA Film Festival.
His success with his films did
not stop after his short film. Tarsitano’s first feature-length film,
“Calling it Quits,” gained numerous awards at the domestic
film festival, including Best Feature, Best Picture, Best Actor,
Best Ensemble, Best Story and
Best Cinematography.
While talking about his past
work, he never mentioned how
many awards it won, but instead talked about how his ex-

periences with his films were
excellent.
The impression that most of
the audience members got was
that he is a modest filmmaker
who works in a field that he
loves.
Tarsitano said his favorite directors that inspired him to pursue filmmaking were Stanley
Kubrick and The Coen Brothers.
It is evident that there are some
elements of The Coen Brothers
in “Lost Cat Corona,” especially
with the humor and the way the
film ends.
The editor of the film was also
in the crowd, and Tarsitano said
he was going to direct either a
film or a television show for his
next project.

Last Week on Blu-Ray:
Explosions, Romance and Time-Travel
Bryan Sudfield
Contributing Writer
Last week, three big
titles came to Blu-Ray: Independence Day: Resurgence, Alice
Through the Looking Glass and
Café Society. I’m here today to
give mini-reviews and suggest
whether you should buy, rent
or skip the particular films.

“Independence Day:
Resurgence”

After twenty years, the sequel to the iconic blockbuster
has arrived with the return of
stars Jeff Goldblum and Bill
Pullman, as well as director Roland Emmerich.

You know what that means?
More aliens, more explosions
and more stupidity. If you want
to watch a fun popcorn flick,
I have to say this isn’t it. Resurgence tries way too hard to
blend seriousness with cheese
and it fails. Sure, I had fun with
some sequences, but to me, Jeff
Goldblum saved the film from
being a complete failure. If
you’re a fan of the original, I’d
say watch this when it comes
to one of the streaming services
(i.e. Netflix, HBO GO).

RENT.

“Alice Through the
Looking Glass”

Six years after the commer-

cially-successful Tim Burton-directed film, nearly all the original actors return to reprise their
roles, including Johnny Depp
who received a Golden Globe
nomination as the wacky Mad
Hatter.
In this film, Alice (Mia Wasikowska) returns to Wonderland after finding out the Mad
Hatter is going through personal struggles, which leads Alice
traveling through time.
The Muppets director James
Bobin takes the helm from Burton and this is one of the worst
films of the year. I hated this
film because it dragged due to
its flat, overbloated direction.
The performances were weak,

the writing was stupid and the
editing was poor. It has a nice
message about family and how
women can be heroes, but it’s
not well-done in my opinion.
This is the true definition of a
sequel no one ever asked for.

SKIP.

“Café Society”

Woody Allen has been writing and directing for the better
part of about 50 years. His latest
project is set in the Golden Age
of Hollywood in the 1930s with
our lead, Bobby (Jesse Eisenberg), a young New Yorker who
moves to Los Angeles working
for his uncle Phil (Steve Carell),
who happens to be a big-scaled

agent. Bobby then falls in love
with Phil’s assistant Vonnie
(Kristen Stewart), and that’s
all I’m going to say without revealing more.
This film is quite a ride and
I loved it. I’m not a hater of Allen’s work, but I’m not a lover
of it either. This is a strong
example of an Allen film that
anyone can enjoy watching. It’s
funny, engaging and somewhat
heartbreaking. I highly recommend it, especially if you’re a
fan of strong dialogue and stellar performances.

BUY.
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Film/TV Reviews
‘Ouiji: Origins of Evil’
is Better Than Expected
Diego Coya
Staff Writer

“Ouiji: Origin of Evil” is a
prequel to the 2014 horror film
“Ouiji.” This prequel takes
place in 1965 Los Angeles, and
it follows a widowed mother
and her two daughters who
run a scamming business. The
business involves the family
inviting people over to talk to
dead spirits to ultimately give
the guests closure. When the
mother brings home a Ouija
board one day, the youngest
daughter, Dolores, experiments
with it and she eventually gets
overtaken by a spirit. This leads
the family to get terrorized by
unknown evil forces.
Even though I did not see
the 2014 horror film, I was cu-

rious to see how this prequel
would turn out. What made
me intrigued to see it was that
Mike Flanagan (Oculus, Hush)
was going to be the director,
and he is a very talented horror
filmmaker. After seeing “Ouiji:
Origin of Evil,” I can confidently say that he is indeed a talent that mainstream audiences
need to keep an eye on. “Ouiji:
Origin of Evil” is a very well
made horror film with terrific
performances and fantastic direction.
Elizabeth Reaser, who plays
the mother who witnesses the
evil acts take place in the film,
does a really great job. She portrays a mother who is trying to

do her best for her kids despite
the tragedy they went through,
and she pulls it off really well.
Annalise Basso, who was
previously in “Oculus,” is terrific in this film once again. She
really nails the part, and I hope
to see her in more films because
she is a fantastic actress. Henry
Thomas, who plays a principal
and Father in Dolores’s school
who starts to get involved in
what is going on, is also strong
in his role.
The standout by far is Lulu
Wilson, who plays Dolores. She
gives a terrifying and excellent
performance, especially from
an 11 year old.
What I also really appreci-

ated about the film was how
well it was directed. There is a
big lack of jump scares, and Flanagan makes the film scary by
creating suspense and relying
on the atmosphere.
Furthermore, Flanagan does
a wonderful job of making
the film feel like it is from the
1960’s. Similar to his other
films, he relies more on characters than jump scares and as a
result, we care about the characters when they are in danger.
Many horror films have clichéd
characters that are unlikeable.
Thankfully this does not apply
to “Ouiji: Origin of Evil.”
As far as flaws go, this movie does have some clichés. It is

a somewhat formulaic horror
film. There is a shot of CGI that
is towards the middle of the
film. It’s not a huge complaint,
but I could not help but think
that it was very noticeable.
2016 has been a spectacular
year for horror films, and while
I may not put “Ouiji: Origin of
Evil” up there with “The Conjuring 2” or “Don’t Breathe,” I
would highly recommend this
movie. It showcases that Flanagan knows what he is doing in
the horror genre and it deserves
more money than what it has
made this weekend.

‘The Accountant’ Takes a Strong
Stance on Autism
Julia Siegel
Staff Writer

The topic of autism is
rarely tackled in studio films,
especially in crime stories. It
was odd that The Accountant
attempted to take on a hot button issue and even more surprising that it succeeded. Under
all the murder and secrets lies a
heart-warming message of how
people with autism aren’t incapable of surmounting to more
than their handicap.
The main character,
who goes by the alias Christian
Wolff (Ben Affleck), has a high
functioning form of autism.
Wolff has many symptoms of
Asperger’s Syndrome and is an
extremely gifted person. He is a
math savant, a CPA accountant,
and the other kind of accountant for some very bad people.
How he got tangled up in messy
business and became a sort of
hitman is never answered.
Wolff spends a lot of his
time cooking the books of businesses that are hiding things.
He basically finds the missing puzzle piece to expose bad
business. The film takes place
during one of his ventures gone

bad. After discovering how a
company was shorting itself
and putting the money back
into the business to increase
profits, everyone at the company starts turning up dead.
At the same time, Department
of Treasury agents are working
on figuring out who the mystery accountant for the world’s
worst people is. Thankfully, the
story never turns into a cat-andmouse chase.
All Wolff wants is to
finish the job he started to find
out what’s going wrong. He
also can’t stop something once
he starts, which is an autism-related tick. The film is an exploration of autism in a way, which
was quite interesting. There are
also two pretty good twists in
the story. The one is easy to
pick up on, but the other should
catch you off guard.
There are two issues
with The Accountant. First, we
never actually learn who “the
accountant” is. It was a bit of
a letdown to not learn much
about a character who has
trouble expressing himself and

socializing. There are a series
of flashbacks, but they don’t
answer any big questions. For
instance, Wolff’s real name is
never revealed, which was frustrating.
The other problem was
the lack of a substantial role
for Anna Kendrick. She plays
Dana, an accountant at the company Wolff uncovers the secrets
of. Assassins wind up pursuing
her and Wolff for their roles in
figuring out the truth, but Kendrick is under used and has
a weak role. She usually has
stronger roles, leading to disappointment in this film.
The goal of The Accountant is to spread the message that everyone has a different definition of normal,
meaning that no one is abnormal. It doesn’t matter if you
are autistic or not, you can still
achieve great things and make a
good life for yourself. This film
was an intriguing platform for
those ideas. The Accountant
will make you think in ways
you might not have been expecting.

Photo courtesy of wikipedia.org

‘Luke Cage’ Continues Netflix’s
Superhero Series
Brandon Carrera
Staff Writer

Over the past eight
years, there has been a resurgence of superhero and comic
book movies, including titles
like “Iron Man” and “The Dark
Knight.” The former revolutionized the Hollywood industry as a whole—it was the first
entry in the Marvel Cinematic
Universe (MCU).
The MCU has created a
cinematic universe where fanfavorite superheroes, like Captain America and the Hulk,
have their individual stories
and intertwine with each other
in movies like “The Avengers”
and “Captain America: Civil
War.” This idea of a universe
within a cinematic frame has
inspired other film properties
to branch out and create their
own universes (DC, Universal
Monsters, etc.).

However, Marvel Studios,
now owned by Disney, has expanded its world through television, weaving their shows on
ABC and Netflix into its cinematic universe. “Daredevil”
and “Jessica Jones,” the first
two Marvel-Netflix shows,
have both been regarded as
great pieces of television and
were responsible for Luke
Cage, a character from “Jessica Jones,” getting his Netflix
show.
“Luke Cage” is about its titular character deciding whether
to become the hero he can be
for Harlem, his new home, or to
let it rot in corruption through
various gangs. Without getting
into spoilers, Luke Cage is a
man with super-strength and
impenetrable skin—giving him
an upper hand against Cot-

tonmouth, the show’s villain,
while also putting the lives
of those he loves in peril. The
show’s throwback vibe to the
blaxploitation movies of the
‘70s works here in this masterpiece of a show, giving it a
breeze of levity now and then
to a particularly dark show.
Where do I even begin? From the astounding
soundtrack, containing classic
R&B and hip-hop songs, to the
incredible writing, there are
many things that make “Luke
Cage” one of the best shows
on television. Going back to
the musical aspect of the show:
since the show takes place
mainly in Harlem, the songs
bring a special soul to the city,
almost making Harlem a living, breathing character.
Harlem is perfectly captured

as a beautiful but dark place
with holes and hidden gems
scattered around it that make
it infamous for some and home
for others.
Many have praised Mike
Colter’s portrayal of Luke Cage
as one of the most of the important roles in African-American
media, but I think his performance is overall great as an actor.
However, Mahershala Ali’s
performance as the charismatic, but sadistic, Cottonmouth,
or Cornell Stokes, stole the
whole show for me—considering his leaving the show truly
left an impact on me and affected me on an emotional level.
I appraise his way of making
the villain of a superhero show
have sympathetic qualities to
him that make the show over-

all a less black and white moral
tale and instead a gray one that
explores the dark and light in
all of the characters.
As any Marvel property,
this show does not fall short
on Easter eggs and references
to many of the characters and
incidents that are present in the
MCU.
Are there any bad qualities
that the show has? Well, it was
a bit disappointing to me to see
the lack of action and superheroic acts I expected from this
show, considering it follows
more on the line of a 70s’ crime
drama rather than an exploited
superhero show. I appreciate
the time it takes to develop
each of the characters, making
it much more tangible to connect with the characters.
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Music
Trivium, Sabaton and Huntress
Demolish Irving Plaza
Brandon Carrera
Staff Writer

Metal fans in New York
CIty rejoiced the return of metal, as today’s three most prominent metal bands performed
at Irving Plaza. I was lucky
enough to have the money
and time to attend this concert,
which right out of the gate was
insane.
People lined from one
block to the next – waiting in
line for hours and hours upon
end. It was a sea of individuals
with black shirts, chains, jeans,
long hair, tattoos and great love
for the three bands.
Who were these three bands
everyone was looking forward
to seeing? Trivium, Sabaton
and Huntress. The latter two
have relatively been rising in
their success, as Sabaton’s latest new album hit the top charts
in the U.S. while Huntress has
slowly been getting recognized

for their unique power/heavy
metal style. However, Trivium
has been one of the most recognized bands of the new millennium since their inception in
1999. They served as the headline of the concert.
Being that it took an
hour for the show to start – there
was an energy to the venue that
oozed ‘sex, drugs & rock’n’roll’
vibes off the open bar and the
blood-red painting of the walls,
which were splattered with various signatures of a variety of
different performers and artists.
First, Huntress paved the
concert with a five-song set
that just blew everyone’s mind
surrounding me. The mood all
of the sudden went from wonder to full on excitement and
balls-to-the-wall headbanging;
it was surprising to see a smattering amount of women at the

concert, as well as the men in
the audience loving Huntress:
their lead singer is female. It
made me smile how everyone
did not care Huntress had a female lead singer and focused
on their performance, which
flew fast under 35 minutes.
Next up, Sabaton owned the
stage and practically the whole
audience, as their entrance
marked a moment of ‘hellyeah’
amongst audience members.
Their signature epic-powermetal sound was the primary
cause for everyone to mosh out
in the middle of the venue and
start crowd surfing all the way
to the stage; although I did not
know this band that well, Sabaton instantly became one of my
favorite bands that night. Their
ability to quickly communicate
with the audience and make us
laugh in between songs were

truly representative of the vibes
their presence on stage gave offa fun and welcoming one. Not
only were fans of Sabaton going
wild, but also non-fans of them
(like myself) were shouting the
lyrics to their songs and jumping and headbanging (Sabaton
was so amazing they did three
encores for the audience).
After their set was finished, I had time to go in the
back and go on line to meet the
members of Huntress and get
my phone signed by all of them;
it was a remarkable experience
meeting their lead singer, who
off-stage is an incredibly loving
person who welcomed everyone with a hug.
However, a couple of minutes after attending the meet &
greet, Trivium put their intro
signifying their soon-awaited
presence on the stage. As soon

as they began with their song
“Strife” I was hooked! Matt
Heafy, frontman of Trivium,
captured everyone’s attention
by interacting with them and
encouraging everyone sing
along. I was so excited in the
music that it enabled me to
go head first into the mosh pit
and just get slaughtered with
punches and shoves by people
ten times taller than me. It also
marked the first time I was crazy enough to go crowd surfing
three times, but the third time
had me falling in the middle
of the crowd and accidentally
kicking a girl in the head.
Overall, with the injuries aside the concert was one
of the most successful and astounding experiences I ever had
anywhere period and the love
everyone had for these bands
was contagious.

Video Game Music is More Than
Just Bleeps and Bloops
Philip Berardo
Contributing Writer
A few months ago, I had
the chance to experience Video
Games Live – a masterful symphonic suite of classic video
game music across multiple
decades. This concept was unfathomable for several of my
relatives, who couldn’t comprehend why anyone would want
to listen to the Super Mario
Brothers theme on repeat for
two hours. It came to my attention that, unless someone took
the time to actively listen to the
progression of video game music, they would still think it’s
nothing more than “bleeps and
bloops.”
In the 1980’s, video game
music consisted of chiptunes,
8-bit anthems composed elec-

tronically through synthesizer.
Gaming composers could create impressive tunes for the
time, and some tracks, such as
the iconic theme to The Legend
of Zelda, are still instantly recognizable today. Music could
only take up so much space on
a cartridge, so composers had
to finely craft each melody to
make it stand out. There wasn’t
much depth behind these 8-bit
tracks, but the simplistic nature
of the melodies allowed them to
nest within your head well after turning off the console. Despite the popularity of 8-bit music among gamers, chiptunes
aren’t exactly cherished among
those out of the retro gaming
loop. Luckily, with each new

generation came updated technology and vastly improved instrumentation.
When the 16 and 64-bit era
arrived, video game music was
already well beyond the limitations of the past. Although
some games would still utilize
8-bit sound fonts for a dose
of retro nostalgia, composers were now able to use fully
synthesized instruments, such
as pianos, harps, guitars and
trumpets. Most notably, David
Wise, the musical mastermind
behind the Donkey Kong Country soundtrack, revolutionized the idea of a “video game
soundtrack.” Wise found his
unique style through the use of
percussion, nature sound effects

and even elements of ambient
music in his tracks. His music
became so praised among gamers and critics alike, an official
soundtrack was released just
a year after the game’s initial
launch. This was perhaps the
first instance of a video game
soundtrack steadily finding
mainstream attention and success.
Today, video game music
has evolved even further, with
fully-orchestrated soundtracks
becoming the norm for titles
such as 2012’s award winning indie hit, Journey. Back in
2006, MTV presented a video
game music segment during
their annual VMA’s, honoring
The Elder Scrolls IV: Oblivion

with an award for best gaming
soundtrack of the year. Even
Nintendo’s famous mustached
mascot received a surprising
orchestral soundtrack, with the
2007 release of Super Mario
Galaxy.
Video games are no longer
confined to their humble, pixilated beginnings. With each
new generation, game composers must adapt to technological
upgrades. The gorgeous, hi-resolution landscapes of modern
titles would feel utterly lifeless
without an accompanying musical score. The array of emotion that game composers can
create is truly a testament to
how far video games have come
throughout the years.

Top Ten
Songs of
the Week
1. Mother Emanuel by
Local Natives

7. Not Over You by Gavin
DeGraw

2. Heathens by
Twenty One Pilots

8. Midnight City by
M83

3. The Currents by
Bastille

9. Sirens of Jupiter by
The Olympians
Local Natives performing in 2013.

4. Mr. Brightside by
The Killers

5. Devotion by
Savoir Adore
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6. Sophia by
Van Damsel

10. Begging by
The Society

Sports
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Men’s Ice Hockey Team Takes
Home the Win at Homecoming
Team Comes out Victorious 6-2
Over Monmouth University

Montana Peschler
Contributing Writer

The team takes the ice to warm up at Floyd Hall Arena.

Photo Courtesy of @MONTCLAIRHOCKEY Twitter

“It’s just got a good feeling...
It’s always fun to be together.”
-Captain Sam Enright on playing
Homecoming Weekend

Montclair State’s club sports
men’s ice hockey team earned a
homecoming weekend victory,
beating Monmouth University
6-2 on Oct. 22. With another win
under their belt, the Red Hawks
have earned 13 points this season and hold a 5-2-1-2 record.
Captain Sam Enright expressed his feelings on what
playing homecoming weekend
meant for him and the team:
“Homecoming is a big part of
this school and a lot of alumni
come out. It’s a lot of fun when
everyone comes back,” Enright
said. “It’s just got a good feeling. And now that we have an
early game on homecoming
day and everyone has time to
get ready [and] go back out as
a team. It’s always fun to be together.”
The puck dropped a little
after noon and Monmouth and
Montclair State battled to score
the first goal of the game. Forward Michael Buckel scored the
Red Hawks’ first goal 10 minutes into the game to take a 1-0
lead. With a little over a minute
left in play, Monmouth earned
a crosschecking penalty. The
Red Hawks received a power
play and, with exactly 59 seconds left, captain Chris Preziosi scored, increasing the Red

Hawks’ lead to 2-0.
As the second period began,
Montclair State defenseman
Colton Shan quickly increased
the lead to 3-0. About four minutes later, Preziosi scored his
second goal, which put the Red
Hawks up by four. The Red
Hawks’ penalty kill halted two
consecutive Monmouth powerplays. The Red Hawks responded with a goal, increasing the
score to 5-0.
Monmouth eventually beat
Montclair State goaltender Jordan Stack twice to make the
score 5-2.
Approximately five minutes
into the third period, Montclair
State earned a tripping penalty
and Stack was forced to make
some key saves. Stack remained
strong throughout the game
and was able to demonstrate his
quick goaltending skills.
One of Monmouth’s was ejected and the team was given a 10
minute misconduct penalty.
The Red Hawks stopped
Monmouth’s momentum and
took advantage as Matt Cofrancesco scored the final goal of the
game, pushing the score to 6-2.
Montclair State’s next game is
at home against Bryant University on Oct. 29.

This Week in Red Hawk Sports
THURS 10/27

SAT 10/29

FRI 10/28
Women’s Swimming
at The College of New
Jersey
5 p.m.
Volleyball vs.
University of
Rochester
4 p.m.
Mens Swimming at
The College of New
Jersey
5 p.m..

Women’s Soccer vs.
First Round
TBA

SUN 10/30
No Games

MON 10/31
No Games

Men’s Soccer vs. First
Round
TBA

TUES 11/1
Men’s Soccer vs.
Semifinals
TBA
Volleyball vs.
Rutgers-Newark
7 p.m.

WEDS 11/2
Field Hockey vs.
Semifinals
TBA
Women’s Soccer vs.
Semifinals
TBA

Women’s Cross
Country vs. NJAC
Championships
TBA
Volleyball vs. Buffalo
State
10:30 a.m.
Football at Wesley
College
1 p.m.
Field Hockey at
Ramapo College
1 p.m.
Volleyball vs.
Rochester Institute of
Technology
2:30 p.m.

Red Hawks Men’s Swimming Meet
at Drew University: Win 163-109
Red Hawks Women’s Swimming at
Drew University: Win 146-136
Red HawksVolleyball: 3
New York University: 1
Red Hawks Field Hockey: 3
York College of Pennsylvania: 2

Red Hawk Recap
Red Hawks Football: 21
The College of New Jersey: 7

Red Hawks Women’s Soccer: 8
Southern Virgina University: 0

Red Hawks Women’s Soccer: 4
Rutgers Newark: 0

Red Hawks Field Hockey: 2
Fairleigh Dickinson University-Florham: 1

Red Hawks Men’s Soccer: 0
Rutgers Newark: 1

Red Hawks Volleyball: 3
New Jersey City University: 1
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The team huddles on the field at Yogi Berra Stadium.

Club Baseball Team Bonds Through Play
Daniel Waffenfeld
Staff Writer

The Montclair State club
baseball team has a new look
this year, with more motivation and determination than
ever before. Co-presidents Rolando Ramirez and Marty Keating have been bringing new
energy and attitude into the
locker room, which has helped
the team execute more efficiently than in previous years.
The team is currently 3-3 in
the conference and 4-3 overall.
With some major games left in
the season, the team is looking
to continue improving and developing along the way.
This is the team’s sixth year
since being established in 2010.
The first year the team was created, they were ranked number
nine in the nation and they are

hoping to live up to those standards this year.
The entire team has been enjoying one another’s company
and supporting one another
throughout the season.
“This team is like one big
family,” Keating said. “We all
hang out together on and off the
field, plus its like a big band of
brothers who love to play baseball. We are all here because we
want to be part of the team and
we want to win, but have fun at
the same time.”
The Red Hawks have been
motivated to work hard and put
as much effort as possible into
practices so that they can perform better during games. Keating believes that if they keep
themselves focused on having
fun, they will take the field as a
more relaxed team.
“We tend to put a lot of pres-

sure on ourselves. If we tense up
then we’ll lose the game,” Keating said. “If we can have fun
with one another and share a
laugh then the team will be able
to overcome any obstacles.”
The team’s hard work has
been paying off so far as they
work toward making the playoffs and eventually the College
World Series in Kansas City.
“Our goal is to make the
playoffs for the first time in our
teams history, which would be
a major honor,” Ramirez said.
Ramirez has been an inspirational leader on the team this
season after suffering an injury
before the season, preventing
him from returning to action
until it fully healed.
“In order to be successful, we
need to play hard for [one] another and trust the men around
them,” Ramirez said. “I’m mak-

ing sure they’re not taking each
day for granted. We’re pushing
ourselves to be the best in every
way imaginable.”
The team looks to seniors
Ramirez and Keating for guidance, as they have both been on
the team for four years.
“The chemistry is not only
what brings us together as a
strong team, but it’s also my
favorite part being surrounded
by the guys,” Ramirez said.
“Our team is close and always
tells jokes to lighten up the
mood and enjoy the game we
all love so much.”
The Red Hawks know how
to enjoy the game on and off the
field, which is certainly important when balancing their busy
schedules.
“We are able to put aside the
seriousness and just have fun,”
said teammate Mike Chance.

“The team this year is more
open and ready to have fun,
rather than last year’s team
which was much more serious
and passed along a completely
different energy.”
Everyone has been working
with one another to improve
their individual performance
and skills.
“I think this team will excel
because every single person on
the team deserves their spot,”
Chance said. “Regardless of
who is or isn’t playing, there
is no weak spot. We all simply
love baseball and want to try
and be the best we can possibly
be.”
The remaining games of the
schedule will be played on Oct.
29 and Oct. 30, against Lafayette
College, to close out the fall season.
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Football Comes Out On Top
21-7 over TCNJ
Captain Anthony Dorsi blocks a path for star running back Jon DiStefano.

Patrick Eskay| The Montclarion

Team Shines as Weather Puts a Damper on Homecoming
Josue Dajes
Assistant Sports Editor

An opposing TCNJ player brings down Julanee
Prince on the 10-yard-line.

Jon DiStefano breaks a tackle by a TCNJ defensemen as Charles Griffin blocks his path.

Patrick Eskay|
The Montclarion

Patrick Eskay| The Montclarion

The wind was blowing hard
throughout the stands and
the field. Rain was all over the
place. For those people with no
gloves, their hands were freezing. The band played some
tunes, and it got the fans moving up out their seats. The cold
didn’t appear to affect the dancers, but the football seemed to
curve to several odd directions
during field goal attempts. The
wind could have been a factor.
This was the scene at the 2016
Homecoming football game at
Sprague Field.
Homecoming Day is always
a festive day on the campus of
Montclair State, but this past
homecoming, the weather conditions tried to stop the fun, the
key word being, “tried.”
The annual Homecoming football game would not
be cancelled due to some ugly
skies, cold temperatures, wind
and rain. Fans still came out to
support the Red Hawks, who
beat The College of New Jersey (TCNJ) 21-7. With the win,
Montclair State improves to a
record of 4-3.
The majority of fans were
present during the first half.
The home side seats were about
80 percent full, but as the game
continued and the weather conditions persisted, some fans
started leaving.
“For me, the weather conditions affected my fan experience,” junior Diego Coya said.
“I wanted to stay for the whole
game, because our football
team was doing so good, but it
was so freezing, I couldn’t concentrate on the game.”
The Red Hawks got out to
an early two-touchdown lead
in the opening minutes of the
first quarter. They came out attacking right from the very beginning. Three minutes into the
game, Red Hawks quarterback
John Apicella completed a pass

to the wide receiver, Julanee
Prince, for 47 yards, scoring the
first touchdown of the game
for Montclair State. A couple
of minutes later, defensive
lineman Nick Volpe grabbed
the loose ball off a fumble and
rushed to the end zone to score
the second touchdown for the
Red Hawks. Before the end of
the first quarter, running back
John DiStefano scored his teamleading 10th touchdown of the
season with a six-yard run.
Montclair did all their scoring in the first quarter. TCNJ
attempted to start a comeback
with a late touchdown at the
end of the first half to carry
some momentum into the second half, but the game score
remained the same. Some fans
started heading out during
halftime. By the second half,
there was still a good amount
of cheerful fans, but the energy
was not at the level it was during past years when the weather was nicer.
The second half became
ugly. There were continuous
turnovers by both teams and
wasted opportunities near the
endzone.
“The wind was whipping
around and you can see players’ jerseys being tugged by the
wind,” said Sam Flesher, the
WMSC radio assistant sports
director and play-by-play announcer. “You could see that
the rain was affecting the play.
There were some bad handoffs
and fumbles due to the ball being wet and even some bad
throws seemed to have been
made due to a bad grip on the
ball.”
Although the weather conditions affected the play, it benefited the Red Hawks, according
to Flesher. In a strange way it
helped the team get the win.
“The weather really epitomizes Red Hawk Football with
their run-in-down-your-throat
approach. It just matched up
well with the team.”

